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OF —) 
THE SINGING 


Or PSALMES. 


CHAP, J. 


Propounding the ſeveral Queſtions about it ,, 
a and bandling the Firſt, 


O prevent the godly-minded from making melody 
"| to the Lord in Singing his Praiſes with one ac- 
4 cord ( } rucane wr. 4; Je heart, and one yoyre) 
98 Satan hath mightily beſtcred himſelfe, co breed 2 
| diſcord in the hearts of ſome, by filling their heads 

a _ foure heads of ſcruples about the Duty. 
1. Touching the Duty it ſelfe of ſinging Pſalmes with livel 
voyce, a there be any ſuc Worſhip a all now to be ——— 
cd and praRtiſed it the dayes of the New Teſtament. ? 

2. Touching the matter to be ſung, whether Scripture Pſalmes 
penned by David, Aſaph, Moſes, Solomon, Hezehiah, Habakksk, 
Zachary," imeon,De Pie, Elizabeth,or the like : Or ſongs 
inymediatily indited by ſos onall ſpirituall gift of ſome Officer, 
or Member of the Church ? | 

3. Tonching the Singers, lt vyocall ſinging may be allowed, 

1, Whether one for all thereft, the reſt onely ſaying 
Amen ? orthe whole Congregation ? 


Who muſt 


P #, Church-members aud Chriftians > 


Sino > 2, Whether,women as well as men, or men alone?_- * 
P'S J 3.* Whether carnall men and Pagans, as well "4 
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Fanching the maxker of ging ; Whether the Pſalme may be 
- 1, [n Meter Betofed? / 


ſung, either b) 2, In Tun: Invented? 
C ;, In Order, afterthe Reading of it ? 

For the firſt Queſtion, wee lay downe this Concluſion for a 
Do&Ctrine of Truth ; That finging of Pſalmes with a levely woyce, is 
an ho'y Duty of Gods Worſhip new in the dayes of the New Teſta- 
ment. \N hen we lay, ſ1oging with lively yoyce, we luppole none 
will fo farre milcon(irue- us, asto thinke wee exclude finging with 
the heart ; For God is a Spirit : and to worſhip him with the voyce 
without the Spirir, were bur lip-labonr : which ( being reſted in 
is bur loſt labour ( {ſa.29.13-) orat moſt, proſitech but little, 
1 Yim.q.$. But this wee ſay, As wee areto make melody in our 
hearts, ſo with our yoyces alſo. In oppohtion to this, there be 
ſore Anti-pſalmiffs, who doe not acknowledge any ſinging at all 
with the yoyce in the New Teſtament, but onely {pirituall ſongs 

: of joy and comfort of the heart in the word of Chriſt, 2 
C| 1. Proofe for the Truth, 

The firk proofe for the truth s taker from the Commandement 
of the Lord by Pax, who inftruReth and exhorteth the Epheſiavs, 
To (peake one ts antther in Pſalmes and Hymnes and ſpiritual! 
Songs ,AehurTis keumuis a aawuoi; &c,Epheſ.5 .19. Andioin Col.3.16. 
Teaching and admoniſhing ewe anather in Pſalmes, Hymnes, &c, 
which cannot be done without lively yoyce, And ſo in 1 Cor.14, 
15,16, The Apoftle commandeth the Church of Corinth, that ſuch 
as fing in the Church, ſhould not onely ſing m the Spirit, but with 
underſtanding alſo : that is, not ogely with their own underſtand- 
ing ( tor all that ſung with the Spirit did ſo ) but with the under- 
ſtanding of the hearers, that fo he that occupied the place of the un- 
lcarned, might be edified, and lay, Amen, at ſuch giving of thankes. 
Whence it followeth unayoydably, That ſinging of P ſalmes is not 
onely a making of melody to the Lord with jnward grace in the 

heart, but allo with lively and audible voyee, whieh is the point in 
Quetftion. 

* Objelt, 1. This place in the Corinths maketh nothing to the 
*caulſe it hand;For theſe Corinthian Plalmes,were not the Pſa/mes 
© of David, nor tung by the whole Congregation, much leſſe in 


©*Meeter and Tunes deygſed by men, as ours be ; but they were pi ' 
' © ritua 
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« riruall ſongs , immediately in{pured and endited by the Holy 
« Ghoſt, and ſung onely by him thaz received that gift, as the 
** Spirit gave him utterance, 
'- Anſw, Neither did wee alledge the place, to proye the lingmg 
of Davids Plalmes , by the whole Congregation in ſuch like Mec= 
er ard Tunes as ours be, Thele poynts doe all of them belong to 
the other Queſtions, which follow to bee handled (God willing) 
n their place, But to this purpole we alledge the place, That ſing- 
ng of Pſalmes in the Now T eſtamont, is to be diſpenſed inChriſti- 
11. burches wt onely with inward grace in the heart making mels- 
dy te the Lord ; but alſo with outward audible lively voyce : which 
is the yery point in hand, and which this commandment sfthe A- 
poſtle doth clearely demonſtrate. 
* 2, 0b:eft. The Apoltle to the F pheſians and Coloſſians, doth 
** rot lay, Sing one to agother in Pſalmes,but ipeake or preach one 
* to another ; or in other words, Teach and admonilh one another, 
+ The Pſalmes dwelling in their hearts,they were to dilpenſe them 
* in a way of Teaching and Admoniſhing. Burt as for {1nging hee 
* maketh no mention of that , untill he came to teach them the 
** manner of dilpenſing the words of Chriſt unto God in the end of 
**rhe yerle. And then indeed hee teacketh them to ling in the Spi- 
* it, making melody with grace in the heart unto God, 

Anſw. Such as tremble at the word (as the framier of this ob- 
je&tion protefieth himſelfe to doe,) they ſhould ratker bow their 
judgements and praQtiſe to Scripture and language, then boy the 
zence of Scripture to their owne conceptions agamlt the language 
of Scripture, Itis onething,to ſpeake one to axceher in Pſalmes, and 
Hymnes,and ſpirituall ſongs, as is done in hnging, another thing to 
preach ard teach one another, out of Plalmes, and Hymnes, and 
p:rituall Scngs. Ir 1s trne, they were to Teach and admoniſh one 
axothey out of the Pſalmes, and the ſcope of Pay! will reach that, 
But if Pax had only meant that, to wit, That they ſhould teach ard . 
prech one to another out of the Pſalmes, he would not have ſaid, 
S$pcake yee one to another in Pſalmes,or with Pſalmes : but out of 
the P/almes or from the Pſalmes ; for ſuch is the language of the 
Holy Ghoſt in expreffing tuch a duty, Paw! is faid to haye ex- 
pounded , and teſtified , and perſwaded the Fewes eut of the Law 
of Moſes and out of the Prophets, Atts 28.23. So Philrp is fad to 
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beginto Preach Jeſus to the Euguch, «x3 73s yep3r mory', from 
thar Scripture in {ſaiah, or at that Scripture, A#.$,35, Hedid tar 
Preach Jeſus to him in ſpeaking that Scripture, 

* Objett. If that ſpeaking of the Epbeſians one to another in 
«* Fſalmes, did not hold forth their expounding and preaching in 
« Pſalmes one to another, but onely the bare reading or finging the 
* letter of the Pſalmes, This were ſuch a fervice wherein there in 
© nothing of Chrift held ferth externally, I ſpeake not of the mat- 
< ter ef the Pſalmes, ( which is full of Chriſt, as other Scriptures : ) 
© but of the outward mafiner of diſpenſing ir. There is nothing 
* held forth in the ſinging of it after the uluall manner, but wha: 
* nature and art may attaine utto. There is no exerciſe of ary 
** ſpirituall gift held forth in it, as is in all other adminiſtrations, 
* which Chriſt hath ordained. 

« 2. Beſides, as ſuch a finging is not a gift of Chriſt, ſo neither 
* dothit tend to the glory of Chriſt, The Church not edified by 
* it : elſe a Pagan finging with us, might cdifie the Church, 

& 3. From both thelc, it appeareth, That ſuch ſinging of Pſalm: 
© tendeth to the diſhonour of Chrift : ſeeing it holdeth forth ex- 
 *ternally no more,then what a carrall man (a manout of Chriſt) 

* yea a Pagan mightexpreſle, 

Anſw. 1, Singing of Pſalmes holdeth forth as much of Chriſt 
externally, as reading of the Word, or as the hearing of it read o1 
preached, or as the falling downe upon our knees in prayer, and 
laying, Amen, inthe end of it. Fotthoughthe Word, when it is 
publiquely read, ought alſo to be opened after the reading : yet the 
very reading of it, is it ſelfe at Ordinance, 2nd is not withouta 
bleſſing to the faithfull reader or hearer of it, 1:5 morethen other 
Ordinances. Or elſe there would be ſome Ordinances of God like 
unto humane Ceremonies, empty and beggarly, 

Anſw. 2. Morall duties, even in Pagns, may edifie the Church, 
as Abimeleths reproote of Abrabam and Sarah,Gen.20,Pro.9,10- 

£nſw. 3. Singing of Plalmes is accompanied and bleſſed of God 
(by his grace ) with many gracious efteRs, above nature or art ; 
As 1. Tt allayeth the paſſions of melancholy and choler, yea and 
ſcattereth the furious temptatians of evill ſpirits, 1 Sam. 16.23. 
Whence alſo it helpeth to afſwage enmity, and to reftore friend- 


ſhip and fayour, es in Say/to David. It was not the found of > 
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vids Harpe that could haye this power, either over the evill ſpirit, 
or oyer thefintull paſſions of Saw! bimſelfe, if rhe ſound of the 
Harpe had fer been quickned andenlived, as it were by a fpiritu- 
all iong, and _— —_— God apes aan 

2, Singing of a ſpirituall ſong, prepatech to prophecy, by mini- 

ſtring the Spuir, 2 ,— moe 5. Hl: the Monſtrelt eb the 
hand of the Lord '(that 1s, his Spirit ) eame pox Eliſha + The Min- 
ſtcells playing, it it had not been accompanied with a {pirituall 
ſong, it could not haye Conveyed fucha Friruall bleſſing. Inn 
| \Sam.10,5,6. they conld not be faid { as there they be) to have 
pophecied with Harges and Vig!ls, itleſle they had ſung fore 
holy ſongs; together with their playing on Inſtruments. For 
Prophecy 1s an unterance onely of the word of God, and of the 
! things of God contained in it ; which Inftruments withour yoyce 
j carnot doe, Nor had their playing with Inſtruments been a means 
\ of conveying the Spirit to Sax/, had not their yoyces concurred and 
\ ſung with their Inftruments, 

3. Singing of Plalmes honoureth God with our glory, Pſal.1oN. 
N 1.8 Pſal.57.7,8. Where Davids glory being diftinguiſhed not 
| onely from his Harpe, but from his hearr, it cannot fitly be under- 
* flood of aty other member, but his tongue, by which he was wont 
inſ{nging te glorifie God, : 

* Ob/ef. Theſe gracious effeAs and fruits uf ſinging Plalmes, 
* doe plead as much for linging and playing with inſtruments, as 
* forfinging with yoyces. 

Anſw. t. This laſt efte& of ſinging to the glory of God with 
our glory, is peculiar onely to ſinging with our toagues. 

Anſw. 2, Suppoſe it were true, that theſe effeQs of ſinging 
Plalmes did plead as much for finging and playing with Inſtru- 
ments, as finging with yoyces ; yet evident it is, that ſinging with 
voyces had the preheminence, as that which uttering the word of 
Gcd, did chiefly utter the Spirit of God breathing in n.. And with- || 
all evident likewiſe it is, that it is no impeachment to an Ordi- i 

| 


nance, that the outward diſpenſing of it may be pertormed by na- 

ture and art. : but notwithſtanding that, it may be accompanied 
ot God with a fpiritvall blefſing. 

Anſw. 3. Sivgips with Inftruments was typicall, atid fo a cere» | 
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moniall worſhip, and therefore is ceafed, But finging with keart 
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and yoyce is a morall worſhip, fuch as is written in the heans gf 


all men by nature : As to pray in diftreſle, ſo when we are metcy, 


and have cauſc of ſolemyethankelgiving unco God, then to ling 
Plalmes, which the Holy Gholt by the Apoltle Famer approye\ 
and fanctifieth, Jam.5.1z, Or fuppole hanging with Inſtrum:nts 
were not typicall, but onely an externall lolemartiic of worſhip, 
fitted to the ſolace ofthe outward lences of children undec age, 
(luch as the [ſraelites were under the Old Teltament,Gal.4.1,2,,,) 
yet now in the growne age of the heues of the New Teftamen, 
tuch externall pompous lolemnuies are ceaſed, and no externall 
worſhip reſeryed, but ſuch as holdeth forth fimplicitie, and grayi- 
tie 3 Nor is ay yoycCe noW to be heard inthe Churcluof Chriſt, 
but ſuch as is ignificant and edifying by (ignification, ( 1 Cor.14. 
19,11,26.) which the yoyce of [nſtruments 1s not, 

Anſw.q. Itisan honour to Chriſt, and to his grace, not onely 
when we hold forth ipirituall gifts, but alſo when wee pectorme 
Chriſtian duties. And duties performed in Faith ( without which 
prayer it {elte is not accepted ) they goe not without a {purituall 
blefſing, though Nature and Art might pertorme the ſame tor the 
outward worke, The Trayling of the weapons ofthe [fraelites, 
and their Military March, both in filence and ſhouting, about the 
walls of Jeriche,was no oreater worke externally,then carnall men 
and Pagans might have performed as well as [ſraelites ; but this 
being done by 1ſraelites in faith and obedienceto Gods command, 
it was mightie through God to caſt dawne the high and ſtrong 
walls of Jericho, Joſh.6.13.14,14,16,20. And the Apoſtle look- 
ins at this and the like Precedents , ferrech forth Faith as chat 
which is preyalent and effeCtuall in both Teftaments, howſoeyer 
the worke or worſhip be externall, Heb.r1.3e.10 like manner isit 
with the reading of the Woxd, and the hearing of it, as allo the 
filent joyning in Prayer, and concluding it with Amer, though all 
theſe be ſuch duties as Nature and Art may performe the outward 
worke of them : yet when the people of Ged doe pertorme che 
fame in the faith of Chriſt, and in the obedience of Gods com- 
mand, they find a gracious blefling of God, Yea carnall an pro- 
phane perlons ard Pagans, though they cannot expect tae like 
blefſing from their empty outhide performances; yet they (ometimes 
zaſte moxe ſweernefſe and chlargement therein,then fleſh and _ 
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could imagine, 1 S4w.10.5,6. Sant joyning with the Prophets 
in their holy melody found anether Spirit coming on him, which 
allo argueth ( by the way ) that the joyning of prophane and car- 
nall hypocrites in luch fpirituall ſongs, doth net eyacunte the blet- 
lrg of God to his people, but rather reach forth ſome ſpirituall 
bleſſing, ( though common ) to fuch carnall hypecrices. 

« Gbjett, It may bein the old Teſtament, tuch an eutward wor- 
«hip as Nature and Art could accompliſh, might be allowed and 
© blefſed of God: But now it the New Teftament,as God is a $ pi- 
*tir, ſo he alloweth and blefſerh no worſhip, but whar is diſpen- 
© {ed ig Spirit and Truth, 

 Anſw., God was a Spiritin the old Teſtament, as well as in the 
New ; nord id he then allow and blefle any worſhip, but what ci- 
ther was petformed in Spirit and Truth, or did convey Spirit and 
Truth, - Albeit more externall rites in worſhip were then appoin- 
ted. then in the New Teftament are now continued; for which end 
Chriſt alledgeth thoſe words in the place in Fobw, to which you 
allude : Bur nevyertheleſle, though Chrift have not limited his war- 
ſhip to any certain place now, as theh ( which was the point Chriſt 
there ſpeaketh to 3 ) hor doth he reſt in externall performance z 
yet evident it is, God hath appointed in thele dayes ofthe Gofpel 
lundry externall worſhips now as well as then, ( and the fame in 
both Teſtaments to be performed in Spirit and Truth ; ) as hear- 
ingand reading the Word, kneeling in Prayer, and ſaying. Amen ; 
All which Natureand Art may performe as well asthe finging of 
Plalmes 1with yocall melody. p 
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Pripounding and clearing the ſecond Proofe for ſinging 
P ſalmes with litely oye, 
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$$'$$ He ſecond Progf is taken from the examples of Chriſt bins- 
» T PB ſelf ,and of his Saints and Diſciples in the NewTeſtament . 
do. y Chriſt lumſelfe with his __ ſung a Pſalme or an 

"* Hymne together in the end of the adminiſtration ef the 
lords Supper, Mash.26.,30. And Pax! and Silas are laid to have 


ſwung 
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fing a P ſalme in the Priſon, io 25 the Priſoners heard them, kts 
16.25. Now it inſingingthey had onely {puitually rejoyced, and 
not expreſſed ther joy and their fong in audible and hyely yoyce, 
the Pritoners could not haye heard them, The ftranger doth no; 
knowgor meddle with the ſpirituall joy of the heart, Pro.14.10, 
** Objeit. 1. The place in MMath.26.30, may as well be tranſlated 
© They prayicd (od, as they tung an Hymne, 

Avſw. Though the meaning be, they praiſed God, yet the 
word implycth, they prailed God with an Hymae ; for itisim- 
proper in that language totranſlate the word to Praife ( whether 
God or man ) but either with a Song, or with a Pome, 1: is more 
probable, then any reaſon can wave, that Chriſt and his Diſciples 
did ſhut up the Lords Supper with ſinging one of their He'xew 
Plalmes ; as the Jewes were wont to ſhut up their Celebration of 
the Paſſeoyer ( as ther own Records tell us ) with (inging P ſame 
111. with the fiye other Plalmes next follawing together, Butall 
that I now intend, is to ſhew that Chriſt and his Diſciples tang 
together, and therefore with the voyce as well as the heart, 
<© Objeft.2. They might be ſaid to ling together, if one alone (ing 
«2nd the reft aid Amen, in thecloſe:as men may be ſfaidtopray 
© together, where one alone ſpeaketh, and the reſt conſent, 

Anſw.t,. True : but then one at leaſt ipeaketh with an audible 
and lively yoyce, though thereſt doe not. And that's enoughto 
cleare the point in hand, that finging in the New Teſtamenc, cot- 
fiſteth [not onely 1n making melody with grace in the heart, but 
alſa 1n ſinging to the Lord with liyely voyce. 

Anſw. 2. It the Diſciples did not joyne in ſinging that Hymae, 
but onely by filent conſent, they might as —_— {ajd, To haye 
taken the bread, and blefled it, and broken it, and diſtributed it, 
( and fothe wine ; ) for all this Chriſt did with their filent con- 
ſent. But what Chriſt did alone is expreſly recorded, as done by 
himſelfe : when it cometh to the finging of the Plalme, that isr6- 
corded as done by them in the Plurall number,Yhex they had ſung 
av Hymne, they departed intorhe Monnt of Olives : Theythit 
departed 1ato the Mount of Olives, they ſung the Plalme. Now! 
was not Chrift alone, butthe whole eleven Dilciples with him that 
departed into the Mount of Olives, And therefore it was Chil 


with hus Diſciples that ſung che Plalme together, K- 
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« Obie. 3. Againft the proote from As 16, 25. Ir is not laid 
* (tay ſome) that Paul and Silas ſung the P ſalmes of David or 
& Aſaph, much lefle with Meeter and Tunes deyiſed by men. Had 
* hey 1o done , the Priſoners that heard them might haye ſung 
* for the outward diſpenſation ſuch a ſong of praile to God, as 
« well as they. 

 Anſm. Wee doe not alledge this Example of theirs ( as hath 
been otten ſaid in like cale betore ) to prove they lang any Pſalwe 
of David, though it Rand with good reaſon, that they joyning to- 
gether in ſinging, did rather ſing a Plalme (or Hymne ) knowne to 
them both,then any new Song deviſed by ether of them; But what 
Plalmes are to be {ung 1s another Queltion, which (by the helpe 
of Chrift) wee ſhall ſpeake to in the ſequell. Neither doe we al- 
ledge their Example to proye , they tang in a deviſed Meeter or 
Tune. For themſelyes being Hebrewes, it is likely they fatg the 
Hebrew Songs in the tunes of the SanEtuary, but that alſo is ano 
ther Queſtion, of which we are to ſpeake 1n his place, when wee 
cometoit. All chat we gather from this place now, is, no more 
then the words doe plainly hold forth, that they ſung an Hymne 
to Gcd, not onely with inward melody of grace in their hearts, 
but allo with outward melody of the yoyce ; A elſe the Priſoners 
could not have heard them. 

« Agathft this; it is of no force to objeR (as ſome doe ) that if 
* they had ſung any of the Pſalmes of David or Aſaph with an 
"audible yoyce, then the other Priſoners alſo might haye joyned 
* withthem, and haye worſhipped ( externally at leaft) as well 
* a$they. 

For the anſwer is plaine and ready : Firſt, the Priſon was in 
Philippi, a City of Macedonia, confifting partly of a Colony of the 
Romans, partly of the Greetans : no Jewes at all are mentioned ta 
be Inhabitants there, much lefle Priſoners at that time. And for 
Pzgans to joyne in Fnging Hebrew Songs . in Hebrew verſes and 
tunes, it ſeemeth to be farre beyond either heir skill, or devotion, 
' Secondly, ſuppoſe the Priſoners had been Jewes (of which there 
s fo kint at all in the Text,) and ſuppoſe thoſe Priſoners hearing 
the melody of Pau! ard $5745, and knowing the Song, had joyned 
It the outward ſinging of it, and that without any orace in their 
hearts (none of all which things appeate in the ſtory) yer —_ 
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all this ; ſhall the unbelicte of thoſe Fewes make the holy worſhip 
of theſe Apoſtles, and their faith to God, orthe faith. of Godto 
them, of none effect ? Pau! renounceth and abhorreth ſich carnall 
realonings, Rom,3+3, 


Me —— 


Cunanr III. 


Propoutding, 83d clearing the third Priofe, for feag- 
ing Pſalmes w11h a lively voce, 


aim T hid proofe of this truth, « takgn from the Prophecies 
Ss VQ) of the old T eftament, foretelling and per [wading ſuch 
SY 4 duty in the New, Ita. 52.8, with the yoyce together 
$ Y ſhall they ſing.And that is foretold of the times, when 
fn SOCKS the feet of the Meſſengers of glad tydings ſhal be beau- 
tiful,who ſhall ſay nntoZion,T hy God rergneth.W hich P agl explai- 
neth of the times of the Goſpel, Kem.10.14. Pſal.100.t. Makes 
joyfull noyſe untothe Lord all yee Lands : and ver(.2, Come before 
his preſence with fnging. All yee lands,implieth the Nations ot the 
Gentiles, as well as of the Jewes ; which pertaineth to the timesof 
the New Teſtament ; So that now all are exhorted to ſing before 
the preſence of God, witha lowd noyſe or yoyce: 

So Pſal,g95.1,0 come let us fing unto the Lord : let us makg 4j0j- 
fall noyſe tothe rock, of our ſalvation. And ver.z.Let us mak a j0)- 
full noyſe unto him with P ſalmes, Which Plalmthe Apoſtle himlelt 
interpreteth to be meant of the times of the Goſpe]. Which is the 
more to be obſeryed+, becauſe the Palmiſt, exhorting to theholy 
and reyerent performance of. the ordinary duties of the Sabbath; 
he mcntioneth firſt thankeſgiying in ſinging of Pſa/mes with'a Toud.. 
yoyce, and the Reaſons thereof, verſe 1. to 5, And then ſolemne 
Prayer with the reaſons thereof, verſ. 6,7. and then faithfull atten- 
tion to the preaching of the Word on that day, tot hardning their 
hearts againſt it,through unbeliefe, in the end of ver.7. and verſ-8, 
' to11.To day if yee will heaye his voyce harden not your brarts Atl 
this day, the Apoſtle interpreteth to be meant not of the 7.th day 
of reſt from the Creation ; nor of the day of reſt, wherein Foſh#4 
gayethe people inherirance and xelt in Cans4» ; but ofthe dey of 
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reft in the New Teſtament, Heb, 4. 3, to 9. Whence the Apolile 
inferreth, T hat there is remaining to us another Sabbatiſme, or 
day of rel{, now in the dayes of che Golpel, different from the le- 
venth day of reſt, kepc in regard of Gods reft from the Creation, 
and different from the day ot reſt in Joſhwahs time : but the day of 
relt remaining to us, he declareth to be that day wherein the Lord 
Jeſus encred into his reſt, And that was our Lords day, which Da- 
vid ( to long betore ) torctold ſhould be celebrated with folemne 
Prayer, preaching ard hearing the Word, and finging of Plalmes, 
and chat with a joytull noyle. 
© Objett.1, Though David exhorteth all Lands to fing to the 
*Lord with a loud noyle, it doth not appeare wee ſhould make 
*ſucha manner of loud noylſe, as our forme of finging 1s, no more 
* then ſuch a loud noyſe, as was made in Davids dayes, with ten 
* fringed Inſtruments ; fot ſo the Lord was to be prailed.I doe ac- 
* knowledge from thele Texts, That it is the duty of all chole who 
© are called ro the knowledge of the Truth, when they doe come 
* before the Lord, not to come before him with ſorrow and fad- 
© neſſe, and with a ws 7 ſpirit, but with a ſinging ; or elle, they 
© diſhonour the Lord Jeſus, the {pirituall chiete finger, author of 
*theirnew Song-Bur although this prophecy doth foretell of the 
* joytull approaching of the ſpirituall worthippers before the 
"Lord ; yer it bindeth them no more to make ſuch a noylſe, as the 
; bnging ke teacheth, then the trees are to clap their hands, as 
* 1ſasah prophecierh ; or as the new Converts are bound to come 
© with externall ſinging, when they cometo joyn themſelyes with 
"the Church, 1ſai.51. 11. And as for ſuch a manner of noyſe,as is 
* made in our mixed Aſſemblies,the Palme ſpeaketh nothing to it. 
Anſw, The matiner of noyſe which is made by fingitg in our 


" Aﬀentblies, it pertaineth not to the preſent Queſtion in hand : and 


therefore we referre it tothe ſequell, The Queſtion now is, whe- 
therinthe dayes of the New TefWhent, we areto ſing the praiſes 
of God, with a loud voyle, or noyce# And for this we alledge, be- 
ſide the Text in 7ſajah, the Prophecies of Damrd, who foretelleth, 
and exhorteth a/l Land; ( atleaſt the Churches and people of God 


in all lavids ) To make 1 'ofwll noyſe unto the Lord, fs make 4 joy- 


full noyſe wnto him with Pſalmes, to come before bis preſence with 
/mging, Pſal.too.1,2:& Pſal.g5.1 3, | 
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« Yea but this bindeth'us n» more to make tuch a manner of 
* loud neyle, as our forme of finging is, then to make ſuch a loud 
* noyte, as was made in Davids dayes, with tex fringed Inftry. 
* wernts ; for lo the Lord wasto be prailed, 

Anſw. Sothe Lord was to be praiſed ? Praiſed with ter ſtringed 

Inframents : When was he to to be pratſed ? -In Davids dayes? 
True : And therefore it was the dutie of all the people in any land, 
that became Proſelytes to the Church of 1/rael inthe dayes of Da- 
vid, and during all the time of the Temple worſhip, to come be. 
fore the Lord, not onely with the loud noylſe of finging Pfalmes, 
but of playing wich [»/traments. But after the dayes, not onely of 
David, but of the Temple, and that worſhip be paſt, inthe cay 
wherty our Jehoyah (the Lord Jeſus) hath entred into his reſt, in 
the day of our Lord, when he commandeth us not to harden our 
hearts, but to heare his yoyce, to fall downe and worſhip betere 
him in prayer, ( both which are to be performed eyery Lords day ) 
he then commandeth us to come and ſing unte the Lord, to make a 
jeyfnll noyſe to the rock of our ſalvation, and to make 4 joyfull noſe 
#nto him with P ſalmes, Plal.og .x,z. Here is now no mention of 
making a joyfull noyle with Inſtruments, but with PJalmes, And 
therefore the making a joyfull noyle with Pſalmes doth ſill con- 
tinug, eycn cn our Lords dayes: when making a joyfull noyle with 
Inſtruments continueth not, but is laid downe in Gilence:fave onely 
ſo farre as it is kept alive in the anttype,the affeCtions of our hearts 
(our Precordia ) making melody with the ſongs and profeſſions 
of our lips, and with the gracious and peaceable conyerfation of 
our lives. 
* When you acknowledge it to be the datie of tuch ag are called 
*to the knowledge of the Truth, to come before the Lord, not 
* with:ſorrow and ladnefle, and with a dejeRted ſpirit, but qwith 
© ſinging. 

What linging doe you meaneFTf you meane onely the gracious 
rejoycing ofthe heart, that indeed, though it be requiſite to avoyd 
hypocrilte, yet itis not compleate to reach the full extent of the 
dutie, the dutie of making a joyfw!l moyſe with Pſalmes. Our chicte 
Singer ( of whom you ſpeake,)when he ſer the Lord, and his own 
* death and reſurre&ion before his, face, ( which he was ts under- 


ooe for our ſakes )-he was not anely glad in his heart, bur bis go 
allo 


Lo, A - 
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allo (that is, his tongue ) rejoyced in Singing a Pſalme at his laſt 
Supper, Pſal. 16.8,9. with ath.26.30, And therefore it will be 
a ditcord trom the praQtife of our chicfe Singer, and ſo a diſho- 
nour to him, if our hearts fing with joy, but our glory ( to wit,our 
« tongues ) be mute with ſilence. Say not then, as you doe ; 
; « We are no more bound to make a loud noyſe with our yoyces, 
, © then the trees are to clap their hands, ( as [/aiah prophecieth ) 
; « orthen the new Conyerts were to come wich externall ſinging 
; * of Plalmes [ſ/ai.51.1r. 
' For in 16 faying, you wilt not ayoyde the authoritie of the 
Commandement, nor the necefſitie of that dutie of finging, For 
when God redeemed his.people out of the Captivitie of Sabel, not 
onely their hearts ( the hearts of them who were returning to Zi- 
#n) were filled with rejoycing, but eyencheir tongues allo with 
finging, Pſal.126.1,2. And though the Trees cannot be faid in 
proper ſpeech to clap their hands, ( tor they haye no hands to clap ) 
ye: common ſenſe will eafily tell you, that there is a Mataphor ct- 
ther in clapping of hands, or in the trees, If trecs be taken proper- 
ly, then clapping of hagds is put ( by a Metaphor ) for the flou- 
nhing fruitfulneſſe of thetrees of the field, which ( by the bleſſing 
of God ) is wont to follow the proſpertie of the Church, in ſuch 
aboundance, that their boughes and branches ſhall clap and daſh 
themſelves _and their fruite one upon another, we em ( as by 
hands ) they reach forth refreſhing and food to the children of the 
Church. Bur if Trees be put by a Metaphor tor trees of righteouſ- 
nefſe, ( as the Saints are lo called, /f2.61,7.) then they ſhall clap 
their hands, and ſhont for 'oy. and ſing aloxd, ( expreſſing extemnall 
igaes of comfort ) ts behold and conſider ihe wonderfull goodneſſe of 
the Lord, tothemiclves 2ndtheir brethren, And (© in the fame verſe, 
Iſai.x5 12, when the Mountaines and bills are faid to break forth 
before rhe Saints into /inging, if there be not a Metaphor in ſmging 
then Moxntaines and hills ave put (by a Metaphor) for Princes and 
wen of high degree, (as Pſal.72.3.) which ſhall give example» 
others in holy rejoycing, and particularly in finging praiſes to the 
Lord, So that thele Texts in [ſajab, which you thought might 
excule you from finging with the voyce. (which David exhorted 
to be done with a loud =_ they will not exempt you atall 
from this duty, but rather bind; you the ſtronger to it. ' And there- 
C 3 | fore 


— 


i ———— 
Singing of PSALMES. - 


fore looke as when David faith.; I cryed to the Lord with my woe, 
( Pſal.3,4.& 77-1.) 2 man ſhall detraft from his meaning, that 
ſhall fay, he crycd onelyto God with his heart : So when D avid 
exhortcth the Gentile Churches to wake 4 joyfull neyſe wnts Gd 
with Pſalmes ;you doe detradt in like fort from his meaning, when 
you make his meaning to be, not that wee ſhould ſing unto God 
with our yoyces, but that we fhould onely make melody to him, 
with grace jn our hearts, Such __— from the Word is alike 
diſallowed, and accurled of God, as is adding to the Word. 

- © Objef.2, Singing of Plalmes with the voyce, is but a type of 
*{inging Pſalmes with grace in the heart, 

Anſw. 1, No. Scripture ſpeaketh of it as a type : nor doth any 
-eyidence of realon 1o declare it. 

2. You might as well fay, that Praying with the yoyce wasa 
type of praying with the heart, and fois now aboliſhed, 

3, Itfinging of Plalmes with a loud noyle, had been a typicall 
worſhip, David would not have exhorted us to the practile ofit 
on the Lords day of the New Teſtament, Pſal.95.1,2.7. 

4+ Chrnſtand his Apoſtles would not have uſed it in the Lords 
Supper, which is a feaſt of the New Teſtament, Mat.26.36. nor 
would Paxl and S;/as haye uſed it in priſen among the Gentiles, 
Alts 16.25. . 

5. The light of Nature, which is never wont to teach-us types 
and ſhadows, doth as well teach us to praiſe God in ſinging with 
our tongues, in times of our rejoycing, asto cry to God with our 
YOYCEs in times of our diſtrefles, 


Cnare. TV. 
Propounding the ſcrond Queſtion, Stating it, 
and Provutng it, 


$1 81 8! 8He ſecond Queſtion about finging of Plalmes,concerneth 
8 .p *® the matter of the P[almes to be ſung ; for there be lome 
=»  3® who doe not ſcruple finging with the voyce ( as the for- 
#15 ($75 mer fort did ) bur Goging of the Plalmes of Davidnow 
in ;heſe dayes of the NewTeſtament As conceiying DavidsPlalmes 

* were 


4; 
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were penned for Temple worſhip, during the Pzdagogy ofthe old 
Teftament,But now in the dayes of the New Teſtament,wien God 


hath promiſed to powre out his Spiric upon all fleſh, now the 


whole worſhip of God ſhould be carried on , not by tec formes of 


Pſa/mes,(no more thea by {et formes of Prayer ) b.. by perſonall 
ſpirituall gifts, whereby tome oue or other of the members of the 
Church, baving recetved a Pſalme by the enditement of the Spirit, 
he fingeth it openly in the publique Aſſembly of che Church, and 
the reſt of the Brethren ſay Amento'r in the clole, 

But touching the perſons of thoſe who ſhould ſing. it pertaineth 
to the third Dueſtion. This ſecond Queſtion chiefly concerneth 
the matter to be ſung, whether the Pſalmes of David, or ſome 
Phlme or Hymne , endited by the perlonall gift of this or that 
member of the Church, Wherein we hold and belceye ; . 

1, That not onely the P ſa/mes of David but any other ſpiritu- 
all Songs recorded in Scripture, may lawfully be ſung in Chriſtian 
Churches, as the ſong of Meſes,and Aſaph, Heman and + than,S9- 
lomon and Hezekiah, Habacuckand Zachary, Hannah and Debos- 

 rah, Mary and Elizabeth, and the hike, 

2. Weegrantallo, that any priyate Chriſtian, who hath agift 
to frame a ſpirituall Song, may both frame it , and fing it priyate- 
ly, for his own priyate comfort, and remembrance of tome ſpeciall 
bencfit, or deliverance : Nor doe we forbid the private uſe of an 
Inftrument of Muſick therewithall ; So that attention to the Tn- 
ftrument, doe not diyert the heart from attention to the matter of 
the 50g. 

Neither doe we deny, but that in the publique thankeſgivings 
of the Church , if the Lord ſhould furniſh any of the members of 
the Church with a Spirituall gift to compoſe a Pſa/me upon any 
ſpeciall occaſion, hee nay lawfully be allowed to fing it beforethe 
Church, ard the reſt hearing it, and approving it, may goe alcng 
with him in Spiric,and fay Amen to ut. When C hriſt aſcended up on 
bigh, to fit upon his throne of glory, looke as Princes are wont to 
doe n the day of their Coronation,| Spargere Mſſilia + Donaria] 
lo did he powre out his gifts abundantly on all torts, gifts of Mira- 
cles, Healing, Tongues, Pſalmes. And the Churches were willing, 
when they {aw luch ſpeciall gifts of the Spirit powred out.to make 


ule of themn, as occaſion ſeryed, Whence it was, that ſundry of the 
mem= 
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- members of the Church of Corinth, as they had received a gift of 
' Phalmes and tongues from the Lord Jelus, to they had allowance 


trom the Church to umploy their gifts to the publique edification of 
the Church. But as tuch gitts now are nat ordinarily beſtowed, 
(which were at firſt giyen chiefly for admiration and conyidion 
of Infidels, 1 Cor. 14.22.) fo we would not call upon men now 
to preferre their ordinary common gift , as more fit for the pub- 
lique edifying of the Church, before the extraordinary gitrs of the 
holy men of God in Scripture , who by the Spirit were guided tg 
prepare {piricuall longs; tuiable to all the conditions and affeRi. 
ons and temptations of the Church and people of God in all ages, 
So then the Yueltion is, whether the Pſalmes of David,and ſaph, 
and ſuch other Hymnes and fpirituall Songs endited by the Pro- 
phers, and recorded in Scripture , be appoinced by God , to be or- 
dinarily ſung in Chriſtian Churches, or whether laying aſide 
Scripture-Songs, we are to fing onely ſuch fpirituall Songs,as ſhall 
be endited by the perſonall ( but ordinary ) gifts of any ordinary 
Officer or member of the Church ? The tormer wee hold to be the 
Truth, others the latter. 

The Reaſons of our Faith and Praiſe, are theſe : 

1. Taken from the Commandement, or exhortation of the A- 


; polile, Epheſ.5.19. Be you filled with the Spirit (faith be) ſpeaking 


to your ſelves (that is, oneto another) in Pſalmes and Hymnes and 
ſpiritual Songs,/inging and making melody in your harts to the Lard, 
To the like purpole is his Comandement and exhortation to the Co 
loſſians Chap. 3-ver.1t6. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, 
6: all wiſdome,teaching and admoniſhing one another in Pſalmes aud 
Hymnes and ſpiritual! Songs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.In both wh:ich places,2s the Apoſtle exhorteth us to ſings 
ing. ſo he inſtruReth us what the matter ofour Song ſhould be, to 
wit, P[a/mes, Hymnes. and ſpiritual Songs ; Now tho{e three be 
the very Titles of the Songs of David, as they are delivered to us 
by tt:e Holy Ghoſt hi-1ſelfe ; ſome of them are called =H"7pry 
that is Pſalmes; fore =D 997M" thatis,H [ymones; lame SDJ V2 
that is; Sowgs,ſpiritwall *ongs, Now what reaſon can be given why 
the Apoſtlc ſhould dire& us ig our ſinging to the very titles of Da- 
vids P\almes,it it were not his meaning that we ſhould ſing them? 
Yea,cither we mult exclude the Pſalmes of David from the _ 
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| of Pſalmes, and Hymnes, and ſpiritnall Songs ; or elſe we muſt be 
forced to ackgowledge, that we are cxhorted to fing them, as yell 
2s any other, | 


| aid .ITOS 
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| Efore we proceed to any further Reaſons of the point, 
4 un let us Girls (by the helpe of Chrift) cleare the ObjeRti 
| 0c 2% ons againſt this, The Obje@tons are many, and ſome 
| Fepvvs of them ſceme more weighty, and ſome more light : 
ler us utpartially and eyenly (by the Lords guidance) weigh them 
all in the Ballance of the SanRuary, 

« Cbijeft. 1. If Paxyl had meant Davids Pſalmes, or Scriptures 
* ſoygs,it had been aÞ-eafie matter to have named Davids Pſalmer, 
« or Criptnre-ſorgs , as David himſelfe named his ſoxgs, the 
© Pſalmes or Songs of David, when he delivered them tothe chiefe 
« Muhrti:n, ard to his compatty to be ſung. 

Arſw. 1, Tt may as jufily be faid, if Paw! had meant toexclude 
Davids Pſalmes, or Scripture-ſongs, it had been as eafie to haye 
excluded them by name, and to have limited them onely to ſuch 
P/1!mes and Songs, asthe Spirit ſhould ſuggeſt unto their hearts. 

Anſw. 2. The Apoſtle exprefly nameth Pſa/mes, and Hymnes, 
and ſpirituall Songs, and they three are the very exprefle Titles of 
the Pſalmes in the Plme-Booke, Now why heſhould dire them 
to the vety Titles of Davids Pſalmes & yet not meane thePſa/mes, 
a; beare thoſe Titles, can a good cenſcience give a good reaſon 

orit? 

Anſw. 2. When David gave his Pſalmes and Songs to the Muſi- 
tians in [ſrael, it was mecte he ſhould ſer his name to them,or by 
fowe other marke make it appeare, that the Pſa/wes were inſpired 
2nd delivered by a Prophet of God. Bur after the Book of Fſa/mes 
was generally knowne and received to be of divine inſpiration, 

( as other Oracles of God ) the Pſalmes are as uſually alledgedin 

the New Teftament,without the name of Davsdas with it, Lauk.24 

44. Aﬀts 13,32. 

* Objeit,2. The Pſalmes here committed to the ſpirituall Singers 
D . to 
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*tobe ſung, are the words of Chriſt, which are to dwell richl 
< in u3,C/.3.16, Butthe Palme; dedicated to the onues of Corgh, 
* werethe. words of David and Aſaph. And to the Holy Ghoſt 
*calleth them. Not but that the words ſpoken by the mouth of 
©* David and Aſaph, where the words of Chrift, but that the words 
©* which areto be the fſpirituall ſongs of the Saints, wherein they 
*areto teach one another, and to ling unto Gad, they are words 
* ſpoken to the heart, by the yoyce otthe Spirit of Chriſt, Beſides, 
©the word of Chrift, is properly the Golpel, by way of eminency, 
*1n way of oppoſitionto the Law, given by Moſes. 

Anſw. 1. The words of David and Aſaph, as they were the 
words of Chtiſt in the mouth of David and {/ſaph : lo they were 
the words of Chriſt allo in the mouths of the ſonnes of Corah, or 
.any other- Singers in the Temple. If any of them did not ing them 
with the Spirit of Chriſt as well as David and Aſaph pake, and 
pefined them by the Spirit of Chriſt, it was a ſinful defect in them, 
but not inthe word it ſelte. nor in the godly Singers of the Tem- 
ple, ( ſuch as Heman, and Feduthan, and others ) who were [ piri- 
tuall, and holy men; and ſang them with meledy in their hearts, 

as well as 1 their yoyces. And it will be alike ſinfull defe& in the 
New Teſtament, in {uch as ſing the Pſalwves of David, to ſing them 
without ſome meaſure of the Spirit of David. For the Apoſilees- 
preſly requireth, chat wee ſhould ſing with grace in our hearts. 
But ifthe words of David and Aſaph, be the words of Chriſt, and 
be ſung of the Church, with grace inthe heart, weedemand whe- 
ther this a of the Church be not af a& of Faith, and of the ove- 
deince of Faith to the word of Chriſt, in that Text ofthe Ap- 
poſtle? 

Anſw. 2, Itis ah unſafeand unſayoury expreſſion, to ſpeake of 
the words of David and Aſaph, 2s if they were onely the words 
of Chriſt in the mouths of ſprrituall Singers. For if they were not 
the words of Chriſt in the mouths of carnall Singers allo, then ths 
holy Scriptures werenot the word of Chriſt, if they be read by 2 
carnall reader, So the unbeliefe of man (hill make the faith of 

God of none effe& ; yea the word of God, not to be the word of 
God. 
Anſw. 3..1.ct it be conſidered in the feare of God, whether the 


words of Davidand Aſaph,tung with grace in the heart utto God, 
| c 
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benot as truly and properly ( in the Apoſtles fence ) the word of 


Chriſt, as any Song cndued by the private gift of any Saint of God © 


now living ? It 1o, then the Apoſtle encourageth us to hing the 
Pſalmes of David and Aſaph with their Spirit : If nor,then there be 
Chriſtians now, that are Carried by amore infallible Spirit, then 
the Prophets were in old time, And yet Paw/ ipeaketh of the Saints 
now, as led by the Spurt of God, Koms.$.14. Bur Peter ſpeaketh 
of the Prophets then , as carried ( pid ) by the Holy Ghoſt, 
2 Pet. 1.21. Which putteth this difference, that tuch as are led by 
the Spirit may erre ; but tuch as are carried by the Spirit, are carried 
and lifted above themſelyes by the Holy Ghoſt, and cannot erre : 
and ſo was David and Aſaph. 

4: Though the words of Chriſt be the Goſpel, yet the words of 
David are net to beſhut out of the Goſpel ; for the Goſpel was 
preached to 1ſrael, when David and the other Prophets were 
preached, yea and tome parts of Moſes alſo, Heb.q.2. Job.5-46. 

*«* Ob'eit. 3. Butif the Apoſtle: had intended to commend to the 
« Churches the ſinging ofthe Pſalmes and Hymmes and ſpirituall. 
« Songs of David and Aſaph, what need was there for him to ex- 

« hort citherthe Epheſians to be filled with the Spirit, or the Coloſ- 
« fans,ts have the word of Chriſt dwell richly in thems, for ſuch a 
« ſeryice?For any ſmall meaſure of the Spirit,and of the Word,will 

« ſuffice ro fing the Pſalmes of David and Aſaph, in their words, 

« and inthe meeter and tunes accuſtomed, But to invent new {pi- 
*rituall Songs, fit to teachand admoniſh the Church, would re- 

« quize a full meaſure of the Spirit, and a rich treaſure of the ward 
«to dwell in us.And theretore Pau! biddeth the Epheſians, robe 
* filed with the Spirit, in ſinging the ſpirituall longs of the New 

«Teſtament, as drunkards are filled with wine, and in the ſtrength 

© and fpirits of their wine, ihyent and ſing their wafton Sotnets. 


Anſw. 1. Pay! did exhort them to be filled with the S pirit, as | 


drunkards be with wine, not that they might iavent, and ling ſpi- 
rituall Songs, as drunkards dee wanton Sonnets ; for neither doe 
drunkards fled with wine, uſually inyent Sonnets, bur ſing ſuck as 
they learned before, when they were ſober ; nordeth the Apoftle 
ipeake of inventing Songs at all, either wanton Songs by drun- 
kards, or ſpirituall Songs by the faithfull ; but onely to be filled 
with the Spirit, as drunkards be with wine, that ſo they might a+ 
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yoyd the riotous 2nd exceſſive micth of Drunkards, and crmploy 
and improve their holy mirth and joy, to the fingins Pſalmes 
and Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, tor ther own mutuall edification 
and conlolation, and for holy chankelgiving and praiſe” unto the 
Lord, 

Anſw. 2, Though it doe not require ſuch a full meaſure of the 
Spir«, nor rich portion of the Word dwelling in #s,to fing a 
P[a!me nyentcd and penned to our hands : yer a tull and rich mea- 
lure of the Word and Spirit. will be needfull to performe all thoſe 
duties, which the Apoſtle in thole Texts calleth for, For the Apoſtle 
callethto the improyement, as of the whole word of Chrift. unco 


, the ceachifflg and admoniſhing of one another, ſo of the Pſalmer, 


not onely unto thole two heads, but allo befides thoſe, unto a fur- 
ther third end, to wit, unto the finging of them unto Gods praiſe, 
Now to be able to improve the whole word of God to theſe two 
fpiricuall cnds, and the Pſalmes to all thoſe three ſpiricuall ends 
doth require a full and rich meaſure both of Spirit and Wordto 
dycll in us, : 

Anſw. 3. It will require a full andrich meaſure both of Word 
and Spirit to dwell 1.14520 direct and appoint a fit P/a/mve, ( out of 
the Booke of Pſalmes ) ſuitable to the prelent occayions of ſinging 
to Gods praile, and to the inſtruction and admoaition o the 
Church, according to the preſent eſtate of their aft:Rions, or af- 
fictions, their conlolation, or converſation in hand; 

Anſw.4; Twill require a fuller and richer mealure of the Word 
and Spirit to dwell in 1, then a carnall heart would imagine eyen 
to utter a Song; with ſuch grace in the heart, as might make melo- 
dy tothe Lord ; It requires a good mealure of the indwellins Spi- 
cit, and word of God to pray in the Spirit ; but much more to ſing 
in the Spirit, wherein our lenies delighted with the melody are ap: 
to ſteale away our hearts from ſpizituall teryency, Deborah fouud 
her heart dull to be awakened, 1o much as to utter the ſong, which 
ſhee had preparcd by the Spirit for her and #arak, to ſing together, 
Judg.5.12. Awake, Awake, (faith ſhce) Awaks, Awake Deborah, 
utter 4 ſong, that fourcfold ingemination, Awake, Awake, Awake, 
Awalg, utter 4 ſong, argueth in the beſt of Gods ſeryants, a deepe 
drowfineſſe of {pirit, when wee ſhould come to utter a ſpiritvall 
Song fpiualy: like as thax foutold jngemination to he Church 
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of Hieruſalam, to Returne, Returne, Returns, Returne,Cant.6.1 3 
arguerh a deepe and ſtrong ayerſeneſle of the Spirit of the Jewes 
unco Conyerſion, and returning to the Lord. 

« Objeit, 4 The Apoſtle calleth the whole word of Chriſt dwel- 
« ling in us, P[almes and Hynes and ſpirituall Songs, neither doth 
« he limit us to one Prophet more then to another,unlefle you will 
« [ay, that the words of Chriſt in-the Goſpel; or which was pro- 
© phecied by the reſt of the Prophets, were not ſpiricuall ſongs ; 
« But the Apoſtle callech them all P ſalmes and Hymmnes and ſpi- 
« rituall Songs, as well as Davids, it they dwell in the heart. For 
«the words of Chriſt there, (to wit, in the heart ) are ſongs tor the 
« Spirit, or elſe,they are no longs to any man, Therefore as yet, to 
«ing the Prophecies of David after our common manner, is ne 
«* worſhip commanded or taught us in holy Writ, 

Azxſw. 1. Itis a groundlefle Aﬀertion to ſay, that Pay! callerh 
the whole woid of {od dwelling in us, Pſalmes and Hymmes and 
ſpirituall Songs. For why then ſhould the Holy Ghoſt give that 
ftylc and Title of Pſa/mes and Hymnes and ſpirituall Songs onely 
tothe Booke of Pſalmes, and to none elſe of all of the Bookes of 


the Prophets or Apoſtles. Again?, if Pay/called the words of all. 


the Prophets, Pſalmes and Hymnes and ſpirituall Songs, why then 
did not the Prophets in their own language pen them with muſicall 
accents, as well as the P ſa/mes of David and +ſaph ? 

Beſ:des, if the words of all the Prophers were ipirituall Songs, 
why then did the Prophets themleclyes finde the Bookes of their 
own Prophecies bitter in their bellies? Rev.ro.10. There be many 
words ot the Prophets, that are more fit matter tor humiliation 
and mourning before the Lord,then fit to be ſung as [þirituall ſongs 
nin the Lord, But ſuppoſe there be many words of Chriſt, and 
ot his Prophets, that are fit matter for {pirituall rejoycing ( as in- 
decdall the DoCtrines and promiſes of Grace be ) yet what war- 
rant have. wee to ſngthem, as in ſome Cathedcall Churches and 
Colledges, the Bible-\ lerks doe fing their Chapters oux of the old 
and New Teſtamenc ? | 

Anſw. 2. Whether the words of Chriſt in the Goſpel, or in the 


 Propl ets,be ſpiritual! Songs or no, yet if the Pſalmes of David be 


althe words of Chriſt, if they likewiſe dwell in our hearts, a0d 
ifthey be fpiritnall Songs to, _ it will unayoydably follow, 
3 
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That the lame word ofthe Apoſtle that commandech us to fin 
P/alme:s and Hymnes and ſpirituall Songs, commandeth us allo tg 
fing the Pſalmes of David and Aſaph unto the Lord, unleſſe you 
will ſay that the P ſal/me3 of David and Aſaph,( though dwelling 
in the heart, arc ncither P ſa/mes, nor H JJ mmes, noc ſpirituall 
S#ngs,howlocyer the Holy Ghoſt entitle them byluch names.How 
*then can you fay, that to ling rhe Prophecies of David, doth no: 
© yet appeare to be a worſhip of God commanded or caught in 
holy writ? As for our common manncr of l:inging of them, wee 
ſhall haye occaſion to ipzake to that hereafcer, , 
** Obtt.;. Davids P ſalmes conlidercd,not as Scriptures divinely 
* inſpired, bur as ſpirituall Songs feeme to be appropriated to che 
<*© Temple-worſhip. 1. Becaule they are appointed to be ſung by 
< proper Officers and Muſicall Inſtruments, belonging to the 
** Temple,as appeareth by the Titles of ſeverall Pſalmes. 2,Becauſe 
© © neither Chriſt, nor the Apoſtles 1n their writings uſed them at 
* aſl, otherwiſe then as the other writings of Moſes, and the Pre- 
© phets, for inftru&ion and illuſtration, reaching us hou to ulethe 
* {iame. Thole Pſalmes therefore as Songs, be:ng proper to that 
« ſervice of the Temple, are aboliſhed with the Temple worſhip. 
"Anſw.1. Both theſe Reaſons are too flender to confine Davids 
Pſalmes to ihr ras, For 1. Though ſome of Davids 
Pſ[almes were appointed to be ſung by the Officers and Muſical! 
Inftruments of the Temple, yet not above one part of three, confi- 
dering the length of the 119. Pſalme.There be an hundred and fiftie 
Pſalmes in all, and of all theſe not aboye 57. are appointed to be 
ſung by the Officers and Infiruments of the Temple : and P/alme 
119. is none ofthem ; ſo that two parts of thrce are free from any 
expreſſe reference to the Temple. | 
2. The matter of ſome Pſalmes doth eyiden:ly argue, they were 
not appointed to be ſungalwayes inthe Temple ; or at leaſtdid 
agrec more properly to otter times then thoſe, wherein the Tem- 
ple ſtocd. The 74th Pſalme;which was 2 P/alme of Aſaph,but joy- 
ned with the Pſalmes of David ) complained that the enemies had 
ſegt Gods SanQtuary into the fire, ( asthe Hebrew wards be ) and 
had defiled by caſting downe the dwelling place of hir Name to 
the ground, ver.7. The 44th Pſalme, though it was coumitted to 
the lonnes of Corab, yet ſurely it was chiefly intended ( as ow ape 
put 
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plieth part of it ) to the times of the New Teftament ; For I ſup- 

ſe it could never be yerificd of any times of the Jewiſh Temple, 

(firſt, or ſecond ) that eyer God gayc up the people of Iſrael as 
ſheepe for meate, to be killed all the day, to be appointed for the 
laughter, to be fore broken in the plage ot Dragons, and Coyered 
with the ſhadow of deach, when as yer though all this eyill wag 
come upon them, they had not forgotten their God,nor deal: falſly 
in his Coyenant ; nor their hearts curned backe, nor their ſteps de- 
clined from his way. ver. 17.00 22, Pax indeed acknowledgeth 
this very word co be accompliſhed inthe Saints ofthe Primitive 
Churches in the Apoſtles times, ( Rows. $.36,) but where ſhall wee 
finde the like innocency, with the like calamitie met together in 
the children of /ſrael, whilelt the emple was ſanding ? And is it 
credible, the /a/me was confined to be ſung in the Temple, where 
they could got fing i, but wich a fad reproofeto themmſelycs for 
their diſcord in praiſe, and ye: forbidden to be ſung in the Chur- 
ches of the New Teſtament, where (in ſome ages at leaſt ) they 
might fiag it, both with heart, and yoyce, and pratile, all of them 
keeping holy concent and harmony together ? 

;. Itappearcth by the Titles of ſuchPlalmes as aredireRed to 
the Officers and Inſtruments of the Temple-Mufick, That there 
was ſomething typicall or rudimentall in the manger of ſinging 
ſme of the ” ſalmes of David and Aſaph in the muragk 
But this doth no more argue, that the whole ſervice of God in fing- 
ing Davids Plalmes was typicall or rudimentall,then it will argue 
prayer to be a typicall and Temple worſhip, becauſe prayer in the 
Temple was offered with Incenſe, and fo with the Temple and 
with the Incenſeto be aboliſhed. He that will make the Pſalmes 
of David ( as they are ſongs ) to be types of the ſpiricuall ſongs of 
the New Teſtament, agd therefore now the finging of them to be 
aboliſhed. He might as well fay ( with Mr. Swrh ) that the Le:- 
ters1in the Scriptures of the old Teſtament, were typicall, ( typing 
out the Law written un our hearis ) and fo aboliſh a!l reading of 
the holy Scriptures now in the dayes of the New Teſtament, 

4. As 1t hath been ſhewed above, that finging of Pſalmes wich 
lively yoyce, is not a ceremoniall but a morall dutie, and fo conti- 
tweth now inthe dayes of the New Toſtament;(o it may be 2s tru- 
ly faid, that the finging of Davids Pfalmes, and other Scripture- 

,. | ſongs, 
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ſongs, is in like fort not a ceremoniall but a morall dutie.; and 
of like continuance in the New Teſtament.The P [a/mes of David,” 
and Aſaph, and the reſt, arc as full of holy and lively, ſpiricuall, 
and eyangelicall meditations, and affections, Inſtruments, prayers, 
and praiſes, as any that we cat expect to be endited by any Officer 
or member of the Chriſtian Churehes now. Yea it is to be feared 
that the Pſalmes compiled by the devourelt Chriſtians now,would 
fall ſhort of thoſe of David and Aſaph, in ipirit and life, How then 
can we make the P ſalmes of David and Aſaph ceremoniall types 
of the ſpirttuall ſongs of the faithtull in the Vew Teſtament, when 
as types are wont to be more carxall, and worldly, and literal, 
and lefle ſpirituall and lively,then the antitypes ? But herethe anti- 
types are lefſe ſpirituall and lively then the types. 

5. As for that other Reaſon tzken from.the praQtiſe of Chriſt, 
« and kis Apoſtles, who in their writings never uſed the Pſalmes of 
* Dawid tor {pirituall ſongs as the writings of Moſes & other Pro- 
© phets for inſtrution and illuſtration ; this is of as ſmall force as 
the former. | 

For 1. Writings are not a place or feafon for the uſe of ſpiri- 
tuall ſongs. Pſalmes areto de uſed for tongs in Church Aﬀſemblics, 
and private Solileques and Conferences. not 1n Writings : And yet 
ſo farre as Pſalmes may be uſed for ſongs in writing, Paul lo uſed 
them in his Epiſtles written to the Fpheftans and Coloſſians, where 
he inftructeth both Cturches, «nd in them all others to (ing theſe 
Pfalmes and Hymnes and ſpirituall Songs. Amongft which theſe 
Pſalmes of David ind Aſzph, it t' cy bc not principally intended, 

et ſurely they are | lainly included, or elie they are neither the 
werd of Chrift, nor are they Pſalmes and Hymmnes and ſpirituall 
Songs. 

x It is net credible, that Chrilt never uſed the P[almes of Da- 
vid and Aſaph for ſpirituall Sergs, Forthe ule of thoſe Pſalmes for 
Songs, was doubtl:fle a part of Gods worſhip whilcſt theTemple 
Rood. And if Chrift had negleRted any part of that worſhip,which 
was then in force, how then did himi*lfe lay, That it became him 
to fulfill all righteouſneſſe ? Mat.q.15. 

' Beſides, many things Jeſus did and faid { ard fo did the Apo- 
ſtles ) which are net written in the Goſpel. nor As nor Epifiles, 
Joh.21,25, And yet thisis aid, that ke with his Diſciples ſung 
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an Hymne, M4t.26.30. And Hymnes is the generall title for the 
whole Booke of P/aiwes ; For though it be tranſlated, The Booke 
of Pſalmes, yet eyery onethat knoweth that language, knoweth 
the word 1s, The Books of Hymnes : So- that looke, as when in 
ordinary ſpeech we fay, They lung a Pſalme, we meane one of the 
Plalmes of David or Aſaph, ( unleſle ſome other be named ) be- 
cauſe ſuch are wont to be ſungin ordinary uſe ; So when the 
Eyangeliſts ſay, Chriſt and his Diſciples ſang an Hymne, the 
people of God would not cafily underſtand any other butvne or 
more of Davids Hymnes, becauſe ſuch were wont to be the ordinary 
ſorgs uſed in the worſhip of God, And ſurely if Chriſt and his 
Diiciples had ſung any other Hymne, then one of theſe Pſalmes of 
Davidand A ſapb, which were wentto be fung in their Temples 
and Synag-gues,che Eyangelifts who are wont to record faire leſfe 
matters in things which pertaine to Gods worſhip, they would nor 
| haye omitted the ſubſtituting of an Hymneendued for this ſpeciall 
occaſion, in ſtead of the Hymnes wont to be ſung ia the end of the 
Paſſover. 

The like may be faid of Paw and S5/as,who are recorded ( As 
16.25.) to have ſung aw Hymneto God, ( for fois the word ; ) 
where cormmacen underſtanding would take it for ene or more of 
the Hymnes of David or Aſaph, and-not any other new invented 
fpiricuall ſong, unlefle forme hint in the Text might carry us from 
the ordinary meaning and uſe of the word amongſt the people of 
God . 

* ObieF.6. Wee are called upon by David himſelfe to fing New 

© Songs, Plal.96.1. and oft eliewhere, and luch as had gifts then 

* uled them for enditing and finging new ſongs, as Aſaph, Hemean, 
2 * Ethan, &c.The foure Beafts, Rev.5.9. and the 1440c0 followers 
- *otthe Lambe d'd finga new Song ; as did they alto, who had 
e **gotren victory over the beaſt, Kev.15.2.4. 
h Anſw.1. There is noeftate and condition that ever befell the 
- Church and people of God, or can befall them but the Holy 
Ghoſt, as he did fore-ſce the fame, fo he hath provided and recor- 
ded ſorve Scripture-Plalme, fuitable chereunto, And theſe Pſalmes 
beirgcho en out ſuitably tothe now occaſions and new conditi- 
ons of Gods people, and ſung by them with new hearts and res 
newed affeRicns, will eyer be found new ſongs, Words of etern - 
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truth and grace, are eyer old ( as the Goſpel is an eternall Goſpel ) 
and eyer new z as the commandement of loye is a new commande- 
ment as well as eld, As to thenew Creature all things are be- 
come new, 2 Cor,y.17,18, Daily mercies are to him new mercics, 
Lam.3.23-&c. Dutics of Humiliation, which have been of anci- 
ent practiſe in the Church, are to him, as New wine,But to an old 
and carnall heart, that licth under the ſtate of yantic and corry 
tion of nature, there is nothing new, no gew thing under the Sun, 
Eccleſ.1.5- 

2. Davids exhortation to ling a New Song, pertained to them in 
the old Teſtament, as well asto us in the New, And yet they u>on 
new occahions ſang the old Songs of David,and that with, accep= 
tance, 2 Chron.y .1 3.2 Chron.,20.21. Exr4 3.11, 

3. Aſaph, Heman, and Eqban, were men induced with an infalli- 
ble meaſure of a _ of Prophecy, in enditing thoſe P/alwes, 
whick the Church of [ſrael received from them, Give us the like 
men with the like gifts,and we ſhall receive and (ing their Pſalmez, 
as the Church of Iſrael did the other, 

. The places objeed out of the Revelation, admit a further 
anſwer, though the former might ſerve ; the new Song mentioned 
Rev.5.9,10.may cither be underſtood metonymically for a Dono- 
logy or Thankeſgiving, which the Saints 1n the Church ſhould 
giyeto Chriſt up»n occaſion of his reyealing a cleare expoſition of 
the Revelation ; orelle, it it be underſtood literally, that they fang 
that yery feng, as it is there penned by the Holy Ghoſt, then it 
appearech, that at ſuch a time that Song ſhall be tranſlated into 
Number & Meeter, fit to be ſung, and ſhall beſung by the Church, 
when they ſhall ſec ſuch a cleare expoſition of the Revelation come 
to light, as ſhall provoke them to give plory to Chriſt, who hath 
received power to open the booke, and by the fame Power hath 
redeemed his people, and called them to be Kings and Prieſts unto 
God his Father. Andcthus, this place onely ſheweth, that it will 
Le lawfullro fing other Songs, beſides thoſe of David and Aſaph : 
but yet luch onely,as are penned by an infallible Spirit ; orelle up- 

on {peciall occafion; by men of fpirituall gifts, which wee de- 
ny not. 

The Song of the 144000.followers of the Lambe, it is not ex- 

prefly ſaid to be a New Song but as it were a New Sug Soares. 
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New to them who had beets wont to heare the? worſhippers of the 
Beaſtto ſing and rejoyce in their own merits, and ſuperſtitious de- 
yotions : And new allo in reſpeR of the renewed affections, where- 
with they lang it : But yet the ſame ancient Song which the ſheepe 
and Saints of Chriſt, were wont to ſing, cycn in Davids time,of t 

rightcouſneſle of Chriſt, even of his onely, and of their owne bleſ- 
{ednefſe in his not njuy their ſ1nnes to them, Thus Davids 
P [almes in the {pirituall ule and ſence of them are new Sorgs, or as 
it were Aow Songs, tothis day, unto all that are renewed by grace, 
to looke for their righteouſneſle 1n Chriſt, and not in- the works 
of the Law;for which David was wont to ſ-g,no fleſh living could 
be juſtified by them. And though it be faid, That no man could 
learn: that Song, but the 144000. who were redeemed from the 
earth ; yet it 15 not meant of the words and ſentences of the Song, 
but of the {pirituall ſence and uſe of the Song, which no man in- 


deed can learne, but they that haye felt the grace atid power of 


their Redemption by the Lord Jeſns. As no man knoweth the new 
Name, but they that kaye receiyedit, Revel.2.17, 

The Scng of thoſe who had gotten viftory oyer the beaſt, 
( Rev.1g.) is faid to be the Song of Moſes and of the Lambe,ver.3. 
And ſurely the matter of Moſes Song, ( Exod.1 5.) might juſtly 
yeeld fit matter for the like Doxology( or thankeſgiving Jupon the 
like cccafion : As the like did fall out in the yeare 83. Rome being 
ſprituall Egypt, Rev. 11.8. Andthe Pope with his Prelates re- 
lembling Pharaoh with his Task-maſters, and the $ axiſh Armads 
marching forth with the like pride and fury, to bring us backe 
tothe Xgyprian bondage ; and the Redemption from them all be- 
ing alike miraculous ; upon which miraculous deliverance, not 
onely the matter of Moſes Song, but the yery words alſo were then 
fitly uſed, and fixll may be fora fpirituall Song of thankeſgiving 
unto the Lord, both for that and the like deliveranices. 

And as for the Song of the Lambe, whichthoſe that had victory 
over the Bealt did ſing .turely all thoſe Songs of David, which cele- 
brate either his own deliyerances from Sal, orthe deliverance of 
the Church trom Agypt , or Babylon , or from other enemies, 
may juſtly own and beare that Title, For when David acknow- 
ledgeth and profeſſeth, that in his Sewgs, the Spirit of the Lord 
pake by him, and that his word was in his tofigue, ( 2 Sem.33-2- ) 
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\V hat Spirit of the Lord was that, but the Spirit of che Lord Je 
ſus? And what are then ſuch Sogs, but the Songs of the Lambq, 
through whole Redemption the Church and Saints enjoy all 
their deliverances ? And turely,the Song of the Lambe, recorded( in 
Reve!.t5,3,4-) ſeemeth evidently to point at ſundry Pſalmes of 
David, out ot which it was compiled and colle&ed, and which 
therefore were luitable and fitto be ſung u>0n occafion of their 
victory oyer the Beaſt, elpecially with reſpeR and reterence to 
thole ſpeciall ſentences, which were fe:ched from thence, though ' 
with ſome ſmall yariation, tuch as is wont to be found in all the . 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament, quotcd out of the vId, 


Rey. IF. Jo | Plal.$6.10. 
Great and warvellous are thy | Tho art great, and doeſt wondrau 
works, Lord Ged Almigh-| things, thou art God alone. 
tie. Ver.$. Among the Gods, there is nou 
liks unto thee nor any works likg thy 
works, 
Plal.1r1.2, The works of the Lord 
are great. 
Ver.q. And Wonderful. 
Feſt and true are thy wayes, | Ver.7, The works of his hand art 
Thog K mg of Saints trath and judgement, : 
And ver. 4. Thow onely art |Plal.y1.22, O thou Holy Ong of 1(- 
Holy. Who ſpall not fgare | rael. 
thee, O Lord, and glorifie \Pal.$6.9. All Nations whons thou 
thy Name For all Nations| haſt made, ſhall coms and worſhip 
ſhall cone and worſhip be-| before thee, O Lord and glorifie thy 
fore thee, Name. 
For thy Judgements are made \Plal.g.16. The Lord « knowne by the 
manifeſt, | Judgement which he executeth. 
P(al.64.9. Al! men ſhall fears and 
ſhall declare the worke of God ; For 
they ſhall wiſely conſider of his do» 
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Beaſt, are ſaid to haye ſans the Sorg of the Lambe, and this Song Fl 
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the Dambe is Expreſly fetched trom feyerall words of praiſe to the 
Lambe, in leycrall P/a/mes of David ; One of theſetwo things ( if 
not both ) will from hence juſtly be deduced, 

1. Either this, That any of thole Pſalmes of David may be ſung 
tothe praile of the Lambe, out of which thoſe words of praile are 
ferched ( as when the people of God are ſaid to haye praiſed God 
with ſuch a word in a P ſalme, itis meant they ſung the whole 
Pſalme; 2,2 C hbron,5.,13.820.21.Ezr4.3.11.) all of them point- 
ing at Pſalme 1326. ; 

Oc elſe tecondly, That it may be lawtull upon ſpeciall and ex- 

traordinary occaſions, to compile a ſprrirwal! Song out of Davids 
words of praile dilperled in teverall P/almes of David, and other 
Plalmiſts in Scripture, and to ling them, compoled together as a 
P/alme of praite. unto the Lord, And both thele willingly ad- 
mit : For theſe are ſtill the divine Meditations, and fpirituall ex- 
preſſions of the boly men of Godin Scriptuce, which Ged hath 
prepared for the ſetting torth of his own glory. 
« .Gbjelt,7, As the Apoſtle writing to Timothy about Prayer in 
* oenerall, and prelcribing no forme of prayer , it is therefore 
« ;uſtly argzed, that we are to uſe no let formes of Prayer at all : 
«So the tame Apoſtle exhorting the Churches to ling, and not 
« preſcribing any formes of Pſa/mes, hence ittolloweth, that he 
« alloweth not the ſinging of Davids Pſa/mes. And whatfocyer Ar- 
* ourents, ſtrike ag1inſt ſtinted formes of Prayer, Rrike againſt 
«all formes of P/a/mes alſo, as tinting and quenching the Spi- 
© jr. KC. 

Anſw.1. It is not true, that the Apoſtle exhorting to Sing, doth 
not preicribe any formes of Pſa/mes, For inthe ſame Texts where 
he doth exhort the Churches and people of God to /ing; he doth 
de& them alioto ſing Pſalmes and Hymnes and ſpirituall Songs - 
which are the expreſle titles of the very formes of P/a/mes endited 
by David and Aſaph as hath been ſhewed above, Nei! er can it be 
truly ſaid, that he allowerth not the ixgimg of Davids Pſalmes.Un- 
lefſe it might be truly ſaid, that the Pſalmes of David, are neither 
Pſalmes, nor Hymnes, nor ſpiritwall Songs, 

Anſw.2. The Scripture puttech a manifeſt difference betweea 
theſe two,ſet formes of Prayer, and et formes of Pſalmes ; allo be- 
tween ſer formes deviſed and preſcgibed by men, and ſet formes 
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appointed by God. Set formes of Prayer the Lord did neyer ordi.. 
narily preſcribe unto his people, neither in the o/d Te ft ament nor 
in the New : but ſet formes of Pſal/mes no man doubtcth, were oulk- 
narily prelcribed un the o/d Teſtament, and wee tuppole in the New 
allo, in the Texts alledged, 

Againe, ſet formes deyiſed and appointed by men, I will ns: 

deny to be juſtly rejected by the true meaning »of the ſecond Com- 
mandement :; but God that forbad us to make to our elyes 2 
Images or imaginations and inyentions for worſhip, did never for- 
bid himſelfe to deviſe and appoint tor us what forme of worſhip 
himſelfe pleaſed, either in the eld Teſtament, or in the New, And 
therefore what ever Arguments ſtrike againſt ſer formes of Praver 
invented and - preſcribed by men, there is none of them ſtrike a- 
gainſt ſet formes of Pſalms appointed by God,Neither can ic with 
any colour be pretended, that the Pſalmes of David being deviſed | 
and appointed by the Holy Ghoſt himſelfe, ſhould either Rint or 
quench the Spirit, unlefle it might be thought, that Gods own 
Ordinance to convey, and quicken, and enlarge the Spirit, ſhould 
become an impediment and reſtraint to the Spirit. 
*- Objeft.8. The edification of the Church and body of Chriſt 
© under the -New Teſtament, ought to be carried on by the perlon- 
« all and proper gifrs of Gods Spirit, Eph.4.7,8.11,16. 1 Pet.4- 
*10,11. Rom.12.4.6. 1Cor.12. Butin finging of Pſalmes of 
* David, there is no more perſonall gift No) then there 1s 
< in reading afſtinted torme of Prayer. 

Anſw. Thele Scriptures prove that God hath given the gifts of 
the'Spirit for the edification of his Church : and that chey who 
have received the gifts of the Spirit, ſhould employ them to the 
edification of the Church. And fome of thoſe Scriptures prove 
alſo, that they who haue received any gifts, though outward gifts 
of wealth ard honorr, ſhould iiproye and employ them to the 
gocd of the Church. But nore of them prove, that all the edifica- 
tion of thc Church ſhould be carried on by the perſonal and pro- 
per gifts of the preſent members of the Church. For then the 
Church ſhould not be edified now in thele dayes by the gifts of the 
peni-men of Scripture, whether Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangeliſts, 
which is expreſly repugnant to lome of the Scriptures alledged by 
you. For in Fph.q.3. to13.and in 1 Cor.12, 'iris expreſly _ 
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that God gave Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, for the edifying 
of the Church, till the whole body of Chriſt be perfefted at the day 
of his comming. And leaſt you ſhould dreame of new Apoſtles to 
be railed up in every age, the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, the Gh 

the Jewes at their laft converſion ſhall be built upon the foundation 
of the Lambes-twelye Apoſtles, Rev.21.14. The twelye Apoſtles 
ofthe Lambe (ball have a fundamentall influence in the rearin 
2rd building of the Church of the Jewes, not by their reſurreRion 
to life againe 1n thoſe dayes, but þy the power of the Spirit breath- 
ng in their gifts and writings.And as Abel being dead yet ſpeaketh, 
Heb.11 4: and that to edification : So the Apoſtles though dead 
ſpeake allo ; and David being dead ſpeaketh, and fingeth likewiſe 
tothe edification ofthe body of Chit, till we come tofing Halle- 
lufahs in heavenly glory. 

Say not theſe writings ofthe Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, of David 
and the Prophets, doe not ſpeake to the edification of the Church, 
but as they are expounded and applyed by the jpirituall gifts of 
the Miniſters and people of God in cach age. For the yery read- 
ing of them is an Ordinance of God, and no Ordinance of God is 
empty and beggarly, and deſtitute of the Spirit : which is the va- 
nitie of mens traditions, and may not be imputed to any of Gods 
Ordinances, : 

* Neither ought you to ſay, That in ſinging the Pſa/mes of Devid, 
"there is no more perlonall gift manifeſted, then there is 1 read- 
©ing a ſtinted forme of Prayer. ee; 

For 1. in reading aftinted forme of prayer, theretis no gut! of 


the Spirit at all manifeſted, but rather ( as I conceive ) a manifelÞ \ 


breach of the ſecond Commandement of God, which is a grieving 
ofthe Spirit, Bur in ſinging of the Pſalmes of David, there isa gift 
of the Spirit manifeſted, even the gift of obedience to the com- 
__ the Apoſtle, And that is the perſonall gift of him that 
ingeth, 

Ard ſecondly, all che treaſures of the gifts of the Spirit breath- 
ig in the Pſalmes of David are likewite manifeſted in the reverent 
nd holy ſinging of them. You might more truly have (aid [there 
s t9 more perlonall gift of the Spirit manileſted in (finging the 
I/alwes of David then in readingthe Pſalmes of David;becaule ei- 
terof both thoſe duties are alike aRs of obedience to Gods Com- 
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mandement. Burt if you had ſo ſaid, your objeRion had anſive. 
red i lelte. ka o | 
«.Objett. 9. Many of Gods people now have gifts to compoſe 
« fpirtuall'Sengs, as well ascatnall Poets to make Carnall Sons 
« gets, or as drunkards'that make Songs ef Gods people. Now 
* every one that hath a gitt' is to adminiſter it by Chriſts Com- 
« mand,'1"Per:4.10, And'it-any for want of expericgce of ſuch 
©*xgift inthemlelycs, ſhould queſtion it, they may conlidec the 
< promiſe of powring our'the Spirt in a more plencifull mature, 
"<< now inthe dayes ot the New Teftament,chen in the old. 

Anſw. 1. Though many of Gods people have giftsto com- 
poſe .{pirituall: Songs, as well as carnall Poets, carnall Sohrets, 
and Drunkards prophane Soanets , ye that wall not argue, that 
the '{piricuall Songs, which many of Gods people have gifts to 
compoſe, are fit to be ſung in the publique holy Aſſemblies ofthe 
_ 'Saints, ho more:thea the carnall and prophane Sonnets of drun- 
ken Poets are fit to be ſung in civill Aflemblies, Let drunken car- 
nall Poets: ſing their carnall Sonners in their Tayernes and  Alc- 
houſes, and: tuch'of Gods people as haye received a gift.to com- 
| poſe a ſpirituall Song fit fortherr private ſolace, fing it in their 

private houſes, But every ſpirituall Song, fir for private folace, is 
not fic to be ſung in the folemne Aſſemblies of the Church tor 

ublique edif:c1rion : vo more then it is fit for every private Chri- 
ſtan who hatha gift to compoſe a ſpirituall prayer, to utter and 
powre forth the ſame in the publ:que Congregation of the 
Church, 

Anſw. 2. Tt is more then probable, that many of the people of 
Gedin the old Teſtament had gifts ro compoſe ſpirituall Songs, 
befides David and Aſaph : and yet unleſſe their gift were carrie 
along by an infallible Spirit, they were not received among the 
Songs of the Temple. 

Anſw.3. Suppoſe that fpirituall Songs comp»ſed by an ordir 
tary gift, might be. received amang the publique. Songs of the 
Congregation, yet will it thence fellow, that the Churchſhall be 
bound ts {ing onely ſuch Songs, and deprive themſelves of the 
P ſalmes, and Hymmes, and ſpiritual! Songs of David and Aſoph, - 
which were compoſed with a farre larger meaſure and power 0 
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Anſw, 4, Its readily granted, that as every mad hath'receiyed 
-a gift, to let him adminiſter and diſpenſe it, according to the Text 
alledged, 1 Pet.q.10. Buyer in Chrifts way, every privategitt is 
not fit for publique Adminiſtration ;'nor every publique gi fit 
_ adminifired to the ſhouldring out of a'greater giſt then it 
ſele, | chad” 

Anſw. 5. 1f ſuch as want the experience of fuch a gift of ſpiri- 
tuall Poctry in themſelycs, ſhould be encouraged to e ir 
fom the -promiſe of powring out the Spirit on all fleſh in the 
dayes of. the Goſpel, ( Afts 2.17.) they might as well looke for 
the gifts of totgues, and healing, and miracles, For it is the fame 
Spirit (though net the ſame meaſure ) which is there promiſed to 

{bc powred out upon all fleſh ; Let every man adminiſter tho gifts 

of the Spirit; accerding to the meaſure which he hath received 
withitchis own line, 
« Obje. 10. But the Lord is as full of the Spirit now to helpe us 
«* toendite Pſalmes, as inthe dayesof id and Aſaph. Andit 
© ſeemeth a diſhorour ro Chriſt, to diſpenſe his word by read- 
"ing and finging, without the exerciſe of the glorious and ya- 
*rious Adminiſtrations of the ſpirituall gifts of the New Teſta» 
went 

Anſw. 1, TheLord is as full of the Spirit now, and as ableto 
furniſh us with a Ptopheticall Spitit now to endite Propheticall 
Scriptures, 2s he did furniſh the Prophets in the old Teſtament. 

' But yet God thought it no diſhonour to Chriſt to-leaye us the 
Scriptures of the old Prophets for our edification in the New Tefta- 
mert, as well as in the old. [tis the ſame Spirit of the fame Chriſt 
that pake by the Prophets of the old Teflament, arid ſpeaketh if 
the Saints ofthe New. And it is no diſhonourto Chriſt to diſ- 
penſe his word, and to guide the body of his Church, as well by 
the unity of the ſame Spirit, as by the yariety of the divers gifts of 
the Spirit now.” And though wedoe pot exerciſe the glorious and 

vatious Adminiſtraticns of the ſpirituall gifts ofthe New Teſt a- 

ment, in the enditing of New Pſalmes, no more then in the endi- 
ting of new Scriptures. Yet wee can neither fins the old Pſalmes of 

David, nor readthe old'Scriptures ofthe Prophets acceptably to 

God, nor comfortably to our ſelves without the exerciſe of the 

gracious ard various ſpirituall gifts of the'New Teftament. . 

PEE? * Objeit.11. 
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- objetax Wee dvegranegter in the New Teftamewt, of exexci. 
« ſing perſonall gifts, as well in- ſinging, as in praying and P; 
cc 4 4 ru I > 4. Which Epiſtle is directed A rv "Tring 
<«xCor.1.2. itt all places. And conſequently, that Church is to 
* be Preccdentiall in diſpenſing perſonall gifts in this Ordinance 
* of Singing, as well as in any other, 

Anſw. 1. The Dire&tions giyen in that Epiſtle to the Church 
of Gorimth, we willingly grant are Precedentiall to all the Chur. 
ches, as well as the DireRions giyecn in other Epiſtles to other 
Churches. . And the Directions there giyen be, that in ditpenſing 
ſpirituall gifts ,; Prgphecy be preterred betore Tongues, nor any 
Tongues diſpenſed without interpretation ; ,That order be o9ſer- 
yed without confuſion ; That divers may tpeake without inter< 
ruption ; That no man may | aj without {bjeftion 3 That wo- 
men be not permitted to ſpeake unto uſurpation ; That all thi 
be dene to edification. And all theſe DireQions are Precedentiall 
co all ſuch Chutches ag have received the like gifts, Bur there is to 
direion: given to the Church of Corinth, or any other, that eye- 

. .ry man ſhould have a gift of tongues, or a if of compiling 
. Palme ;- or. if he hayea gift of compiling a Pſalme for his private 
uſe by an ordinary Spurit, that then he ſhould preſent it to be ſung 

.befbte the -whole Church,” and the Chutch to ſay. Amen to his 
Pſalwe, For the gift of Pſalmes, which the Apoltle there lpeaketh 
of, was. not an ordinary'gitr tocompile lofne {pirituall Duty in 
verſe, but [extraordinary, as joyned; with the gift of ſtrange 
Tongues;,”. For.it appeareth- by the | Context, that the gift of 
Tongues. Was. uied, by the Members of the Church of Corinth, 
foure waycs :-1. In ſpeaking myſteries, ver.2.2, In prayer, ver.14. 
2. In ſinging, ver. 15:4. In thankeſgiving, ver. 17. Sothatthe 

ſinging there mentioned., was by an extraordinary gift, as the 
Tongues were, !in yhich it was diſpenicd, | 

** Objett.' Indeed the gift of Toggues , wherein, theſe Pſalmes 
* ſeemeto- be uttered, was extraordinary, but ir doth not follow 
«hat che.gitt of compoſing thoſe Pſalmes was an extraordinary 

* oift, no mire then prayer whereivith it was joyned, ver. 1Fy. 

* or Propbecy,- ver. 26. Singing P/a/mes and Prophecy differidg 

* no otherwile then Poetry and Proc ; and if it was extraordina- 

** ry in the Corinthians,wce haye no! warrant for publique crdi- 

, 0 cc nary 
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© nary ſinging in the New Teſbament from ay example, 
Anſw.i. Asthe gift of Tongues was extraordinary, ſo was cye- 
ry Ordinance diſpenicd in it, wherher Prayer, or Pſa/me. or Pro- 
phecy , all 'of them extraordinary, beth, for lublimity of matter, 
(inthe Spirn he you Myftcries, v7.2. ) and for power and 
demonſtration of the Spirit, and for ſuddennefſe and dexteritie of 
utterance without previous ſtudy, or meditation, as As 2.4.11, 
Whatthough there be an ordinary gift of Prayer and Prophecy- 
ing, as well as offinging? Yet neyerthelefſe the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets had an extraerdinaty ,gift of Prayer ahd Prophecying '! ahd 
lo had thofe Corimhiass- allo an extraordinary gift (though! in 
lefle meaſure ) of Praying aud Prophecying and Singing alſo. * 
It is not credible-that he who ld uveew wine pur into 
new . Bottles, would powre. forth ordinary and common matters 
in new Tobgues, and fo raiſe extraordinary expeRation of ojdi- 
nary things. og? ae (7 a a. at Ln 
Anſw.2. It is an wncouth compariſon, to make ho more diffe- 
rence between ſinging Pſa/mes and Prophecy, then berween Poerry 
and Proſe. , In Prophecy we open the Scriptures and Counſels of 
God : in Pſalmes we open the ounſel and thankeſorvings of aur 
own heatts ; In P ſabe; we fing ta olorifieGod ; in Prophecy we 
ſpeake to edifie men ; you might with farre thore reaſon and con- 
gruitie haye ſaid, That Prayer and ſinging Pſalmes differ no other- 
wiſe then Poetry and, Proſe, And yet there is more difference 
even between them, then ſo, as. the Apoſtle James tioteth,” James 


13.5% DO - F". | 
Anſw.3. When you ſay, that ifthe finging in the Church of 
© Corinth was extraordinaty, thet wee haye no watrant for our 
* publick ordinary finging'in the New Teftawent from any exam« 
ple - Neither doth the Argument follow, nor ifit did, is itof any 
force. For though this example of ſinging in the Church of Co- 
rinth was Extraordinary : yet thar- ſinging of Chriſt and his Diſci- 
ples at the laſt Supper was ordinary, Mar.26.30. And though 
there were no exatnple of puhlique ordigary Singing in the New 
Teſtament, yet it_is enough that there is a precept of publique ordi- 
nary Singing given to the Churches, both-ofthe E ay wes and of 
the Coloſſians, Eph.5.19.Coloſ.3.16. And what t Spuit ſpeak- 
eh to thoſe Churches, ir 3 toall, -—- * | 
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Propumding a ferozd and third Argement for the 
Shs finging of Davids Pfalmes. 


Ea $! 3 Aving thus (by thehelpe of Chriſt ) cleared the firſt 
De 13 *® Argument,for the Singing of Davids Plalmes,and ſuch 
6 .,* like Scripture-Pſames; Let us now proceed to a ſecond 
Fipiyj | ORs froms the end and a of the Pſalmes of 
David. The Pſa/mes of David and Aſaph,and the like, were wric- 
tn for a thtectold end,as we lee expreſſed by theApoltle, Col; 16, 

C1, For Infiruftion, or Teaching, 

towit, 2, For Admonition. 
mace te 7 For ning Pie and Thankeſgiving to the Lord, 

Now if the P{almes of David, and the like, were written ( as 
doubtleſſe they were) in the Old Teftament for this three-fold end, 
and cach of them of moral (that is,of generall and perpetuall uſe) 
and-noge of chem abrogared in the New Toftement, looke then 
as it-yould bea facrilegioug fnne, te take'away from the Palme: 
either oftheawo former ales ( the uſe gf InftruRtion, or Admoni- 
tion,;) {o it will bee alike Sacriledge to depriye them of the three- 
fold-ule, by forbidding them. to-be lung for praiſe and thankeſgi- 
ving tothe Lord. "Wherero © third Argument may be added, taken 
from the dut of bug ing of Þ [almes every Sabbath and the defect of 
proviſion oor  BhFote rhe Pſalme: of David,and other Scrip- 
ture-Pſalmes be refuſed; It appeareth from Plalme 95, 1,2, 7,8. 
That when we preſent our ſelves before the Lord,to heave the voce 
of his word (as we do every Lords day) wee ſhow!d come before his 
preſence with ſinging of Pſalwes. If lo,then ſome mult haye agif, 
cithestq/prepare ſet tormes of Pſa/mes aforchand for every Sabbath 
day ; or atleaſt a gift, upon the preſent occafion, ſuddenly to in- 
vent and utter a Pſa/mze fit forthe preſent Sabbath from weeke to 
weeke : Neither of both which are cafie to be beleeyed, For if it 
were ſo, then doubclefſe Chriſt would have appointed ſome or 
other Officer zo attend to this duty of compiling Þ ſa/wves, as hee 
hath appointed Elders to attend to the Miniſtery 'of the Word, 
and Prayer, M(ts 6.4. Or elle he would inſpire ſome -- Low 
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Member of the Church with ſuch a Giftand Spirit of Pſa/miſtry, 
25 might ſuite the occaſions of the Church from Sabbarh to Sab- 
bach. But neither of both theſe doe wee finde, either in the Scrip- 
cures of the New Teſtament,or in experience ; we finde neicher Or- 
dinance appointing it, nor Providence grancing it, And yet evi- 
dent it 1s, that the gracious providence of God, is not wanting in 
ſupplying well ordered Churches, with all fach gifts of Preach- 
ing, and Prayer, and Rule, and the like, as God hath required for 
the edification ofthe Church to the end of the world. Neither is 
it credible, that Chrift would take us off rom ſinging the Pſalmes 


of David and Aſaph, which were of divine and infallible inſpira- | 


tion, and leaye us to an uncertain and common gift of private bre- 


thren. 
« If it be ſaid, the Church of Corinth wanted not ſuch gifts of 
* Pſalmes, nor fuch members as did compile, 1 Cor.14.26+ + 
Anſw. It is true, neither did they want gifts of rogues, and of 
Reyelation in the ſame Text. But theſe were extraordinary Bis, 
fir co glorifie Chriſt in his firſt aſcetfion into Glory, and fic. to 
commend and confirme the Goſpel ro Pagans, but no where pro- 
miſed to be continued to Churches in after ages, nor no whe 
commanded to be imitated : much lefſe our common gifts, and the 
P [almes endited by the ſame to be ſubſtirured in their roomes, and 
_ Pſalmes tobe ſilenced, that our Pſalmes might be attend- 


— 
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Cuar, VII. 


Concerneng the Singers : and firſt, whether one alone 
to ſing, or the whole Church, 


$! 88! 8 Hethird Queſtion about Singing of P/a/mes, concernetb 


4 T * the Singers. Forthough yocall Singing be approved, 
 ..** and alſo the Singing of Davids P ſa/mes, yer fill it re- 


FiFP if maineth to- ſome a Queſtion, who mult fing them, 
And here a threefold (cruple arifeth, 1. Whether one be to fing 
for all the reſt, rhe reſt joyning onely in ſpirit, and faying, Ames ; 
& the whole Congregation ? 2, WANG women, as well as men ; 

3 - or 
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or men alone? 3. Whether carnall men and Pagans may be pet- 
mitted to fing with us, or Chriſtians alone, as Chutrch-Men>- 
bers ? 
Touching che-ficſt of theſe Scruples ; It is out of doubt. 1. That 
a Chriſtian man for hisown priyatetolace andedification, may 
fing « P ſalme alone by humlelte z as Aſaph had his Songs by night, 
Pſal.77.6-2. It is granted, that he who' had a fpitituall and cx- 
traordinary Gift of enditing a Pſalme, might ling it himiſelte, and 
the reſt of the; Church joyne with hin: in Spirit, laying Amen : 
thoughinthe old Teſtament, ke that endicedthe Pſalme, give it to 
the Maſter of Song, to be tun publiquely, by others as well as 
bimſclf2.Butrhe Queſtion is 0 Singing the Pſalmes of David and 
other Scripture Pſalmes, whether they are to be ſung by the whole: 
Congregation, or by one aloneftor allthe reſt, ( the reft joynitg 
onely in the Spirit, and -in the cloſe ) laying, Amen ; Andto make 
this latter way, -.. | uf 
* Objett.1. Itis alledged, In the Church of Corinth, otic had 4 
© Pſalme, 1 Cor:14.26. And he that had a Pſa/me ſung in the Spi- 
*rit, and was direRed to fing with underſtanding_alfo, ( thats, 
*in 2 tongue underſtood by the whole Church:) that they nught 
< joyne with him in Spirit, and fay Amen, ver.r5, 16. 
Anſw. ' This onely concerned the extraordinary Pſa/mes, ehdi- 
ted by ſuch as had alſo a gift of Tongues as well as of P ſalmer- 
For therefore it is, that ſuch are directed, as they ſing in the Spi- 
rit, that is, by a ſpirituall gift, fo ro ſing with underſtanding al- 
fo,to wit, with the underſtanding of the Church, But this con- 
cerneth not the Singing of the Pſa/mes of David, which now are 
not given by any peculiar gift to any one man, 
« Obiett.z. Itis allo alledged, That Singing of Pſa/mes is an at 
* of Prophecy.. And the Prophets were to ſpeake one after ano- 
ther, and if any thing were reyealed w another that fate by, 
* the firſt was to hold his peace, x Cor.14.70,37 
Anſw. Prophecy is taken two wayes in Scriptures, to omit 0- 
cher acceptions of the word, not pertinent to the point in habd; 
1. Sometimes more ftrily and properly, for Preaching, that is, 
tor expounding and applying Scripture to edification, 2, Some-' 
times more largely, for the publiſhing of fpiricuall things co the" 
glory of God, and edification of our ſelyes or others. And _ 
ence 


= 
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Gnce Maſter Perkyns (in his Prophetica ) maketh two. parts _ 


1, Preaching of the Word. 

Ir, 1 2. Prayer ; for which he quoteth;Gen,20.7, Abraham ic 4 
Prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee ; he quoteth allo, 1 Chrox,25.1, 
where the Sonnes of Aleph, Heman,and Jeduthun,who were Sing- 
ers, are 1aid ro Prophecy with Harges. Which argueth that (inging 
of Pſalmes as well as Prayer, may in ſome ſence, (to wit, in this 
large ſence) be called an a& of Prophecy, Bur in this ſence Pal 


doth not ſpeake of Prophecy ; for hee dorh expreſly diſtinguiſh ic 


from Prayer, and much more from ſinging, x Cor. 11.4,5. And in 
this 14 Chapter to the Corinthians , hee doth plainly diſtinguiſh 
prophecy from linging. Pſalmes ;. for when he exhorterh them. 
tocoyet after ſpirituall gifts , chiefly, that they might Prophecy, 
(1 Cor. 14-1. ) it is not his mcaning, they ſhould chiefly. cover af- 
ter the gift of enditing or ſinging of Plalmes,but rather afterthe gift 
of Preaching, to wit, of expounding and applying Scripture to e- 
dification, Whea therefore Paul direCterhthe Prophets to ſpeake 
ohe by one, ver. 30,31. He ſpeaketh not of that kind of Prophe- 
cy, whereby many may ſing one and the (ame Palme together, 
but ofthe other kind o wa 1} HA is Preaching. Howbeit, 
crue it is alſo, that if many ſhall ſg leyerall P ſalwmes at one and 
the ſame time together in one and the ſame Congregation, it would 
breed the like confuſion in the Church , as if the Prophets ſhould 
ſpeake two or three, or more of them at once. 

© Ifit be faid, Why, is it not a confuſion for ſo many voycestos 
« joyne together in ates a P ſalme though it be one and the lame 
* Pſalme ? 

Anſw. No more now in the New Teſtament then it was inthe 
Old, when the Trumpeters and Singers were as one, to make one 
ſoundto be heard in praiſing che Lord, and when they lift wp their 
vojce,with tha T rumpet ers, C mbals,and Inſtruments of Muſick, 
ard praiſed the Lord, ſaying for he is goed for his mercy endureth for 
ever, 2 Chron.5, 13, -For then Ged ſhewed his approbation and 
acceptance of that concourſe and content of ſo many voyces toge- 
ther, by filling the houſe of the Lord with a Claud , which was 2 
oracious iigne of his viGble preſence with them, and acceptance of 
them, and of their worſhip. And ſurely, If the concourſe and con- 


ſent of ſo many yoyces had been a confuſion, doubtleſle it would 
# | have 
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haye been as much difpleafing to: God mm the old Teſtament, a5in 
the New. For God is not a God of confuſion in the Churches of 
the Saints, whether of the New Teſtament ,or of the old, 1 Cor.14, 
33. And if our deſire be, the will of God may be done onearth ag 
it is done by the Angellsin Heayen, we reade of a multitude of an 
heavenly hoaſt of Angells, praifing Ged, and ſaying ; Glory be te 
God on High, &c. without any confuſion. 

< Objett. 3. Scarce any cxaruple can be given of any entire Con- 
© gregation, that lang together, mentioned in Scripture. 

Anſw. 1. Though no example could begiven, yer it is a ſuffi 
cient warrant for the Duty, if any Precept have been given of itin 
Scripture, and the Precept is plaine in Coloſ$.1 6. where the whole 
Church ofColoſſe is exhorted to haye che word of Chrift dwell richly 
in thaw, not onely to Teach and Admonyſh ene another, (as well 
in the Pſalmes, 2s other Scriptures ) but alſo tofing the Pſalmes 
with holy melody to the Lord. If God had reſerved this Dutie to 
ſome ſele& Choriſters, he wonld haye given ſome direQion in the 
New Teſtament for theic Qualification and Ele&ion : But fince he 
fpeaketh nothing of any ſuch ſele& Mufitians, he commendexh this 
Durle to the whole Church, ol 
« Axſw.2, Itis not fafely ſaid, that ſcarce any example in Scrip- 
* ture can be given of any cntire Congregation that ſang toge- 
cc ther. 

For 1. In Exed.t5.1. Moſes and the chilrdren of Iſrael are (aid 
to: fing a Song of Thankeſgiving to the Lord. And the fame, 
they, that ſang this Song, the fame are ſaid ſoone to forget Gods 
works, and not to ware fer-his Counlell, butto fall a lufting, 
Pſab.1o06.12,13,14. which was the body of the people, 

2. Chriſt and his Diſciples when they adminiſtred and reccis 
ved the Lords Supper, ( which was a Church A& ) they were an 
entire C ongregation. And they after Supper ſung A P ſalme or 
Kymne, Mat.26.30. To fay, that one ſang x, and the other joyned 
in Spirit, ſaying Amen, hath no foot-hold in the Text. It nnghe 38 
well be faid, they all rooke the bread. they all bleſſed it, and brake 
it, and gaycic, mthat onedid it, and all thereft joyned in Sprtit, 
and conſenzed,antl like enough to the bleſſing of it, faid Amen, 

3. It is no ſtrainc of wit, but a folid and judicious expoſition of 
the fourth Chapter of the Rewelatian, to make jt a deſcription ofa 
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| particular viſible Church of Chriſt ; according to the platforme 


and parterne of the New T eſtament+ : where, as the” foure living 
Creatures are the foure ſorts of Officers, fo the rwenty-foure Elders 
ſer forth the brethren in the Church, who are as Elders ( in reſpe& 
oftherr ripe age,Gal, 4. 1,2, 3.) and twenty-foure, in number, an- 
ſycring tothe rwenty-foure Orders of Priefts and Levites, t Chron. 
25.9.&c, Ang thele are all faidto joyne together in ſinging 4 new 
Seng w#to the LambeRev.5 8,9, 10, 

« Objeft, 4. It the whole Church ſhould fing together, then all 
« the members were Teachers. For the Apoſtle biddeth us to Teach 
« 2nd Admoniſh one another in Pſa/mes, Colol.3.16. But the 
* ſame Apoſtle denyeth all to be Teachers, x Cor.12.29- 

Anſw. Though the Apoſtle bid us to Teach and Admoniſh one 
another in Fſalmes ; yee he doth not fay,that we ſhonld teach one 
another by ſinging Þ ſa/mes together ; But hee there holderh forth 
atwofold uſe and improyement of the whole word of God diel- 
ling richly in us , and a threefold uſe and improyement of the 
Plalmes, The whole word of God dwelling richly in us, is to be 
improved tothe Teaching and admoniſhing of one another : but 
the Pſa/mes are to be improyed , not onely to both theſe ends (as 
21! the reſt of the Word beſide ) butto a threefold end allo, eyen 
to the Singing of Prailes tothe Lord, Now in this third end, all 
the Congregaticn may joyne, in improving the Pſa/mes thereun- 
to, though not in the Publique teaching os Admoniſhing of the 
Church by them, yet in ſetting forth the Praiſes, the Countels, the 
workes.of God declared in them, 

Anſw. 2, Though not every one that Singeth a Pſalme, may be 
ſaid forthwith to Teach or Admoniſh them that fing with him, 
yet hee that appointeth the Pſalme to be ſung, may be ſaid to teach 
and Admoniſh the whole Congregation that are to fing it,or heare 
it, Jalianthe Apoſtate, tooke himſelfe to be admeniſhed, yea and 
reproved when the Chriftians ſang in his hearing ther 15, and 97. 
Pſalmes; which declare the yanity of Id. 1s, and the confuſion of 
ſuch as worſhip th em, as is recorded in the Church-Story by Se- 
crates, T heodoret, Nicephorms. 

Anſw. 3. Though the Apoſtle deny all to be Teachers , his 
meaning is onely toxdeny, that they are all Teachers by publique 
Office, toattend upon Expounding and applying Scripture to 
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publique cdification : Butit was.no part of his meaning , either 

forbid private Teaching, or Adomition of one another, ( for then 

Aquila and Priſcilla had gone too farre in inſtruting Apeller, 

Atts 18.26.) orto torbid the quickening and cdifying of the Spi 

rit of one another, by linging together Pſalmes of InftruQion, Ad- 

_— Conſolation to themlelyes, and Prayers and Prailes to 
c Lord. 


pI 


Cuare, VIII. 
whether women may ſing as well as Men; 


He ſecond icruple about Singers is, Whether womer 
may ſong as well a5 men. For in this point there be 
ſome that deale with us,as Pharasb dealt with the 
Iſraelites, who though he was at firſt utterly un- 
willing that any of them ſhould goe to acrifice to 
; the Lord in the Wilderneſfe , yer Being at length 
conyinced that they mult goe,then hee was content the maen ſhould 
goe, but not the Women, Exed.to.11. So here, tome that-were 
alrogether againſt ſinging of Pſalmes at all with liyely yoyce, yet 
being convinced, that it is a morall worſhip of God warranted in 
Scripture, then if there muſt be-a Singing, one alone muſt ling. not 
all, (orif all) the Men onely, and notthe Women. 
© AndtheirReaſ>n is. 1. Becaule ic is not permitted to a wo- 
© man to ſpeake in the Church, 1 Cor.14. 34. how theo ſhall they 
« Sing: ? 2. Much lefte it is permitted: to them to Prophecy inthe 
* Church, 1 Tim.2.11,12. And finging of Pſalrwes is a kind of 
<« Propkecying. 

One anſwer may at or.ce remove both theſe ſcruples.and-withall 
cleare the Truth, It is apparent by the ſcope and context of both 
tho'e Scriptures, That a woman 1s not permitted to ſpeake inthe 
Church , in two Cafes.. 1. By way of Teaching , whether in ex- 
pouring, or applying Scripture. For this the Apoſtle accounterh 
an a& of Authority, which is unlawlull for a Woman to _ 
over the man, 2 Tim; 3,13. Andbelides, the woman is more lu 
xx to Error then the man, ver, 14. And therefore might ſoone 
proye a Seducer, if ſhe became a Teacher, 
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2. It is not permitted to a woman to ſpeake in the Church, by 
way of propounding Queſtions, though under pretence of delire 
to learne for her own fatisfaQon ; but rather it is required ſhee 
ſhould aske her kusband at home, 1 Cor-14.35. 

For under pretence of Qucſhoning, for learning fake, ſhe mighe 
ſo propound her Queſtion, asto Teach her Teachers ; or if nor 
ſo, yet to opet: a doore to ſome of her own weake and erroneous 
apprehenſions, or at leaft ſoone exceed the bounds of womanly 
modeſty. 

Neve thelefſe in two other caſes, it is cleare a woman is allowed 
to ſpeake it the Church. 1, In way of ſubjection, when ſhee is 
to give account of her offence, Thus Peter Queſtioned Saphyra be- 
fore the Church touching the price of land fold by her and her 
husband, which her husband had concealed by his lye : And ſhee 
accordingly ſpake in the Church to giveankyer to his Queſtion, 
Aits 5.8. 2 In way oflinging forth the Praiſes of the Lord, toge« 
ther withthe reſt of the Congregation. For it is eyident the Apo- 
ile layeth no greater reſtraint upon the women for filence in the 
Church, then the Law had put upon them before, For ſo himſelte 
fpeaketh in the place alledged, x Cor.14.34. Tt is not permitted to 
the women to fpeake but ra be under ſubjetion,as alſo ſaith the Law. 
The Apoſtle then requireth the ſame ſubjeRion in the woman, 
which the Law had put upon them : no more, Now it is certain, 
the Law,yea the Lawghyer Moſes did it Miriamand the wo- 
men that went out after her to ſing forth the praiſes of the Lord, 
as well as the m__ to anſwer the men in their wy of — 
giving : Sing yee tothe Lord, for he hath triumphed glorionſly : t 
borſe an bs rider hath he throw ne into the Sea, Exod. _ I 
Which may be a ground ſufficient to juſtifie the lawfull praftiſe of 
women in ſinging together with men the Praiſes of the Lord. And 
accordingly the ancient practiſe of women in the Primitive Chur- 
ches to 5 os publique praiſes of the Lord ; wee reade recorded in 


. the Ecclehaſticall Hiſtory, Socrates 2. Booke, Chapter 18. of the 
Greeke Copie, and Chap.16. of the Latine, Theodoret third Booke, 
Chapter 17. 
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Cuare, IX, 


whether carnall men inay ing , As well as Lodly 
Chriſtians > 


[P2 He third feruple about the Singers remaineth, he. 
my ther carnall men and Pagans be permitted to ſug 
WS with us, or Chriſtians alone,and Charch-member, : 
 \V hat wee belecye in this poyat, may be ſummed 
up in thele three particulars, 

7. That the Church and the members thereof are called to 
fing to the Praiſes of God, and to their mutuall edification : For 
they were Churches of Chriſt, and members of Churches, whom 
the Apoſtle exhorteth to ſpeake to themſelves, and make melody 
to the Lord with Plalmes and Hymnes and {pirituall tongs, Eph.s, 
19. Caleſ.3.16. 

- 2+; Thatthe Praiſing of God with Pſalmes is comely for all the 
upright , whether reccived into the Fellowſhip of any particular 
ytible Church,or no. For ſq much the words of David hold forth, 
Praiſe is convely for the upright, Plal. 33.1.3. 

3+. Though fpirituall gitts are necefſary to make melaily tothe 

Lord in ſinging ;- yet. ſpirituall gifts are ncither the ay , hor 
Chiefe ground. of \nging ; butthe chicfe ground thereof is the mo- 
rall duty lying upon all men by the Commandement of God ; /f 
any be werry to (ng Pſalmes.Jam.g.t 3. As in Prayer,though ſpiri- 
ruall gifts bc ——_ to make it acceptable ; yet the duty of Pray- 
er lyerh upon, all men, by that Commandement which forbiddeth 
Atheiſme ; it is the fools that ſaith in his heart, There # noGod; 
of whom it is.faid, they call not upon the Lord,Plal.14.1.4. Which 
allo may ſerye for a juſt Argument and proofe of the poynr. 

T- It by the Cominandement of God, and indeed bc light 
of Nature.if all men: be bound to pray unto God in their diſtreſles, 
(as even Jonah's Mariners will confeſſe in a ſtorme, Fonab 1.6.) 
then all men are likewiſe bound to fing to the praiſe of Ged in 
their deliverances,and comforts; For the word runneth alike leyell, 
Is any afflifted, let him pray ? Is any merry ? let hins ſing P ſalmes, 
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A ſecond proofe may be taken from the generall Commande- 
ment toall men _ earth to ſing te the Lord, Pſal.96.1. Sing 
ware the Lord all the earth, Plal.to0.1,2. Makg 4 joyfull noyſe unto 
the Lord all yee Lands, come before his preſence with ſinging. Pal. 
68.32, Sing wnto the Lerd all the K ingdomes of the earth, O ſing 
Praiſes unto the Lord.” And indeed the grounds and ends of Sing- 
irg.though ſome of them doe more peculiarly concerne the Ghurch 
and people of God( and therefore they of all others are moſt bound 
to abound in this Dytie ; ) yet ſundry ef the grounds and end of 
Singing are common to all the ſornes of mea, and therefore note 
ofthem to be exempted from this ſeryice, As, the foveraignty of 
God, The Lord is 4 great God, and a great K ing above all Gods, 
Plal.95 +3 And theretore make 4 forfull neyſe to him with Pſalmes, 
' ver,2, He u to be feared above all Gods Plal.g5.4. And therefore 
ſing unto him all the earth. © 

The greatneſſe of Gods workes of Creation and Proyidence, 
they are other grounds of Singing, and they concern all the ſonnes 
of men in common, Pſal,145.6.to 10. The Lord giveth food to all 
fleſh,ver.1 5,16.Theretore let all fleſh blefle his h6ly Name, ver.21. 
Let every thing that hath breath Praiſe the Lord for his mightie 
As, and for his execellent Greatneſſe, Plal.150.2.to 6. The end 
of ſinging is to praiſe the Lord for his goodnefle, and to ftirre up our 
ſelves and others to ferve the Lord with chearfulnefle & glad hearts, 
And therefore Travellers, Priſoners, Sickmen,Seamen, being ſaved 
from ſeverall diftrefles bythe good hand of Ged, they are all of 
them commanded ro oral the Lordfor his goodneſſe,and to declare 
hs wonders before the ſonnes of men, NMal.107.6. to 32. 
© ObjeCt. 1. Againſt the ſinging of all ſorts. of men in the Congre- 
* gation, carnall aswell as Chriſtia, is taken from the examples 
© of Song fer forth in Scripture, which both in the 0/d Teſtament, 
*and in the New, were onely performed by the Church and 
*Church- members. As the Song of Aoſer at the red Sex was ſung 
*by Moſes, and tl e children of /ſrael,Excd.15.1.His other Sopg, 
© Deut.32.he was commanded to teach it to the children of [ſrae!, 
© Dent.31.19.The Song of Deborah was ſung by Fer and Barak, 
© Jmdg. 5.1. Under the Kings of Judah, and after the returne 
" from. Caprivitie, the Officers ofthe Church onely ſang forthe 
© more orderly carrying on of that Ordinance, 1 Chron.$.zr ;32. 
*F 16.4. Neb,114,22,23. «In 
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* [nthe New Teſtament, Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſangin a place 
<« apart from others, Mat.26. 30, 

&« In the Church of Corinth, none but the brethren had libertic of 
* Prophecy, in Teaching or Singing Pſ/a/mes. In the Revelationthe 
© foure Beaſts, and the twenty«foure Elders, and the 1.44000, who 
© tung the praiſes of God and of the Lambe, were apparent repre- 
« ſentations of the Church her Officers and Members, Rev.5.9. 
"7 14-3-& I5- 1,2, 3,4- 

Avnſw. 1. All theſe examples proye no more, but what we wil- 
lingly grant, and what in the former part of this diicourle, we haye 
been occaſioned to maintaine and prove, to wit, that it is lawtull, 
got onely for one man alone, but for a whole Church, Officers 
and Members, toſing the praiſes of the Lord in heart and yoyce 
together with one accord, and ſo much all theſe places doe eyince. 

2. Welive not by examples onely, but by precepts alſo. And 
evident precepts have been alledged already, tor the generall pra- 
Alle of Singing by all the ſonnes of men upon the face of the 
ca X 

3. Some of theſe examples doe allow even wicked men and A- 

ſtates to (ing, though it be to upbraide and convince their wic- 

28" As that Song of Moſes, Deut.z2. was appointedto be 
ſung by the children ot 7ſ7ael, not onely in Canaan, but in their 
State of Apellahe, and calamitic, When evill ſhould befall them in 
the latter dayes, Deut.31.19.21,22.29, 
« Objett.2z. It 15 one of the peculiar priviledges of the Church, 
* that the publique diſpentation ofthe Word is committed onely 
*tothem, Roms. 3.2 & 9.4. But ſinging tor the matter of it, is 
* nothing elſe, but the word, Ce/,3.16. Andthea& of finging in 
* publique, is the publique diſpenſation oft. 

Anſy, 1. The publique dilpentation of the Word, to wit, by 
Preaching, that is, by expoſition and application of the werd, 
and that in way of office, is committed onely to the Church, and 
to {ome ſele& members of the Church, chiefly for the Churches 
lke, though the benefit thereof may redound alſo. to men with= 
Our. . But the publique dil-cnfation of the word is fot {o confined 
to the Church, but chat occa(-cn-Ily men without may publiquely 
as well as privatcly, dilpenſe rhe counfell and will of God both 10 
the Church; and ro men out of the Church. And it may be a _ 
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both in Gods people and in others, notto hcarken t9ir, Pharaoh 
Necho (though neither 1/raelite nor Proſelyte) yet by his Embaſla- 
dors d1d publiquely declare the counſell of God to Joſiah : and ic 
was a dangerous finnc 1n Feffah, that he did not hearken to the 
words of Neche, which the Text ſatth, were from the mouth of God, 
2 Chron.35.21,22, Balaam publiquely diſpenſed the countell and 
word of God throu ghout the 23. and 24th Chapters of Numbers, 
to Balack and the Princes of Moab : and it was a detolating finne 
in Balack and the Princes of Moab, that they did not hearken to 
him : and it would haye been a finne in the Church of [rael allo, 
if they hearing of the fame, had not received his Prophecies 
{ which God put into his mouth ) as the word of God. The King 
of the Philiſtims reproved both Abraham and Sarah from the 
word of the Dord Gen.20.9,T0.16. and it had been a finne in them 
both, to haye neglected his reproote, 

Anſw.2. I is one thing publiquely to-diſpenſe atyy Ordinance 
or worſhip of Ged, which is peculiar unto the Church, ( as the 
Seales, and Cenfures, and the like : ) anotter thing to joyne with 
che Chureh: in ſuch parts of the publique werſbip of God, which 
are not peculiar to the Church, but common to all the fonnes of 
men. Of which ſort the publique prayers ard praiſes of God be, 
and to the Pſa/mes alſo ; which though they be difpen'ed and offe- 
red up in the very words of God, yet due praiſes are not therefore 
the more undue, becauſe they are offered up in due words 
* Ob ett, 2. Iris confuſion for the Church and tke world to ſing 
© together, in a mixt Aﬀembly, | 

Anſw. 1. Alithat are out of the Church, arc not forthwith the: 
world, many are called out of the world ( and fo indeed'all ought 
to be, except the children of the faithfull ) betore they be received: 
into the Church, And ſuch though they do fing with the Church, 
yet it is not a (ing ng of the Church and world together ; becauſe 
they are not of the world. but Chriſt hath called them our of the 
world, and the world hateth them. PT 

Anſw.2, It is no confufon, but lawfull communion, for Church 
and world to joyne together in a mixt Aﬀembly, to performe ſuch 
duties, as God requireth of them in common : as to heare the word 
of God. and the: like. In Antioch mn Pi/idia.the whole Citie al- 


molt. (the greateſt part whereof were Pagins ) came together to 
heare 


— 


. 
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- | bearethe word of God, Afts 13.44. Was this a confuſion ? And 


what if the Apoſtles had prayed inthat mixt Afſembly, and all 
the faichfull had faid Amen to their prayers, and what if Pagans 
allo under{tanding what they prayed, had faid Amen with them, 
had it -been a confuſion ? Yea what if in ſuch an Afembly, th 
(hould nor depart without the publick praiſes of God in a Pſalme, 
and that whole mixt Affembly ſhould joyne together in the fing- 
ing of it, would ic be a confuſion ? Lf it be no confuſion for all forts 
ot met to j>yne together in a mixt Aſſembly to heare the word of 
God, becaule it 15a dutie required of them all ; then neither is ita 
confuſion, but a lawtull communion to joyne together in inging 
the prailes of God in a Pſa/me, becaule it is a ditie requirdc, of 
them all, David toretelleth, that all the K ings of the earth ( and 
why not thei” people as well ? ) ſha// praiſe rhe Lord, whenthe 
heare the words of his month. Yea they (hall ſing in the wayes oft 
Lord, that great « the glory of the Lord, Pal.138.4.,5. 
© Objeit,q. The end of finging is to inſtruct, admoniſh, atid com- 
© fort the Church : butthe world muſt not inftru the Church, 
*trhe Church having received ſufficicnt gifts by Chriſts aſcenſion 
*toedific it ſelfe, Eph.q.7.te 12. This were to borrow Jewells 
* of the Xgyptiars to make a golden calfe, and to put the Arke in- 
* toa Cart, tobe drawne by oxen, that ſhould be carried by Les 
© yites. 
Anſw.1. The end of (inging is not onely to inſtruR, admoniſh, 
and comfort the Church, but tuch alſs as are godly, though out 
of the Church, Praiſe 1s comely for the upright, whether in the 
Church, or out of ir. Nay further, the end of finging is not orely 
to inſtrut, and admoniſh, and comfort the upright. bur al!o, to 
inſtru, and convirice, and* reproye wicked, as hath been ſhew- 
ed, Deaut 21.159. 

Anſw. 2. Theend of (ingirg. is not oncly.to inſtru, and conh- 


. vince, and edifie men but allo to prai'e and glorifie God, Pſal.g6. 


1. Though the Church migh: be ſufficient to edifie it ſelfe : yer 
is it not ſufficient to glorifie God alone : which is a duty lying up- 


on «ll :!e lornes of men, yea ;n their kinde, upon all the crea-", 


rures, | 
Anſw. 3. Though the Church have received from Chriſts al 
cenſion tufficient helpes within it (elte, to cdifie it ſelfe : yer it is 


Provis 
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Providence allo caſt in other helpes from without to edifle it, ir is 
fom the yertue of the ſame aſcenſion of Chriſt litting at Gods right 
hand ; and luch helpes are not to be rejeed. . Jofieh did not well 
to reject the admonition of Pharaoh Necho : Abraham and Sa- 
r4þ did well to receive the admonition of Abimelech, And yet 
neither Pharaoh nor Abimeleeh were of the Church, 

Anſw. 4. The admonition and inftruRion given in the ſinging 
of a Pſalme, is rather giyen by him that penned the Pſa/me, and by 
him that appointeth the Pſalme to be tung, then b every Singer, 
unleſſe the admonition and inſtruttion be to himſelt by the words : 
and unleſſe there be a firring up of affeRion to himlielte and 0- 
thers, by the blefſing of God upon the harmony. 

Anſw.5, Though it was an abuſe of the< gyptianx Jewells, to 
borrow them to make a golden calfe; yet it was noabuſe of them 
to offer them to God for the building and furniſhing of the worke 
ofthe Tabernacle, God forbid any Chriſtian foule ſhould pleaſe 
it ſelte in comparing the Praiſes of the holy and glorious God to 


the golden calfe ; for though the Singing ob-the praiſes of God by | 


carnall men, may be compared to the employment of «&gyprien 
Tewells to that end for which they are uted : yet that end bei 
the praiſing of God, and inſuch a way as God hath cajoyned to 
all men, it is not an employment of egyptian Jewels to the mak- 
ing of a $olden calte, but to the Praiſes of the living God, who is 
the Saviour of all men, efpecially of all them that belecve. 

Nor is there any reſemblance berween putting the Arke upon a 
Cart to be carried by Oxen, which ſhould haye been carried by 
Levites, and the permitting of men out of the Church to joyne in 
:nging the Praiſes of the Lord, For neither doe the members of 
the Church ( to whom the Lord hath chjefly committed. the fing- 
ing forth of his praiſes ) lay aſide this dutie, and leaye it to Non- 
Members, { as the Levites laid afide the carrying of the Arke, and 
left inthe Can and Oxen : ) neither are Non-Members as a Cart 
and Oxen, upcn whom this dutie was never laid : But are allpf 
thery enjoyned, as to heare his Word, and to call upon his Name, 
foto fing forth the praiſes due unto his Name from all his crea- 
tures. There is much more juſt cauſe of feare, left this new opini- 
ch of Rejetting of knging of Davids Pſa/mes,and difallowing any 
Pſalmes to be furg, But ſuch ” are inyented by ordinary common 
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gifts, and the fame to be ſung onely| by them that invent them, 
leaft this new Opinion, I lay, be worſe: then the new Cart ofthe 
Philiftims ; for that was to carry the Arke of - God to his place; 
but this new Opinion tendeth to- carry this Ordinance of linging 
P ſalmes out of the Countrey. And thece is the like cauſe of teare 
leaſtthis oxyer-prizing our perſonall ſpiriruall common gifts, and 
the Pſalmes endited by them, aboye the Pſalmes of David, be not 
indeed the ereting of a golden calfe, in ftead of the Cherubims of 
the Tabernacle, 

* Objet. 5. If Pagans and prophane perſons may fing, they may 
© prophecy allo in Chrilts ſpirituall Temple. 

Anſw. It hath been ſhewed above, that Prophecy is takentwo 
wayes in Scripture: 1. More properly for preaching the Word, 
that is, expoundivg and applying Scripture to edtfication. 2. More 
gencrally for ſpeaking or publiſhing the holy things of God, tothe 
glory of God. Inthe former of thele wayes, it is not for Pagans, 
or prophane perlons , ordinarily and allowably to Prophecy-in 
Chriſts {pirituall Temzle, which is his Church, But in the latter 
way, it isnot unlawfull-as to ſay Amen, to the publique prayers 
of the Church, and thereby to. expreſle their joyning in prayer, 
( which is one a& of Prophecy ; ) to to joyne withthem in (inging 
Pſalmes ; which 1t hath bcen ſhewed aboye, is a dutie common to 
them with the Church, as well to joyne with them in hearing 
the Word. Wherein whether they edifie the Church or no, cer- 
tain it is, it tendeth to the glory of God, that Gods praites ſhould 
be ſet forth by all the ſennes of men, Andit is a further glory to 
God, that ſuch Pagans and prophane perſons ſhould f.ngthe word 
of Ged to their own conviction and confuſion of face : Ardf.om 
both, ſome edrficaticn and comfort © redoundeth to the Church; 
to fee the wicked convinced, and Gods Name to be olorified. For 
1: 4s an honour to God, and acomfort to his Church, that our 
Ged 18 not as their God, our enemics being judges and wit- 
nedſes. t; 

* Obieft. 6. The godly Jewes would not ſuffer the Samaritans to 
© butkd the Temple with them, though they offered themſelves, 
*Fzr44-2,%, Andif Gnging be Prophecying in any ſence, and 
* any way tending to the comfort or elificatibt» of the Church, 
* why (bauld we ſuffer prophane perſons to ſing with us? 

/ Arſw, 
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Anſw. T hat the godly Jewes did reje& the Samaritans from - 

building with them , it was not out of morall conſideration, as if 
it were unlawtull tor Heathens to contribute their affiſtanceto the 
worſhip or Ordinances of God ; but out of a ceremoniall relpe&R, 
becanſc no-Heathens or unclean perlons might beallowed to come 
irto the Temple of the Lord, At.21.28, 2 Chren.23.19. But by 
the death of Chrift the Partition wall of. Ceremonies is broken 
downe : and wee may allow Heathens and prophane perſons to 
come into our holy Aflemblies, 3 Cor. 14. 24. which they would 
not admit, Certain it is, the godly Jewes themlelyes did receiye lis 
berall contributions and oblations from the Kings of Perſia, to- 
wards the building and maintenance of the Temple,Ezra 7,21.to 
24. and Chap.$.24-t0 30. which was a morall acknowledoement 
ofthe honor due tothe God of 1ſrael,as wel by Gentiles D_ 
If thereforethe Jewes would accept acknowledgment of morall 
homage and ſervice from Heathens and prophane perſons to the 
Ged of Iſrael ; why may not Chriſtians accept from Pagans and 
prophane pexlons, their acknowledgement of morall homage and 
leryice to-our God, infſinging forth his praiſes amongſt us ? 
* Objelt.7, Such carnall and prophane people,are not worthy to 
* take the Name and Praiſes of God in their mouthes ; nor are 
* they able to make melody to the Lerd ; by ſinging to him with 
* grace intheir heartSfas is required, Col.3.16. 

Anſw.1, 1t we ſpeake of the worthinefle of deſert, John Baptiſf 
was not worthy to looſe the latchet of Chrifts ſhooe, much lefle 
to fing forth his glorious praiſe. But if we ſpeake of the worthineſſe 
of fitnefle, though it bee true, their uncleane lips are not fit to take 
the hely word of God into their mouthes; yet the holy word of 
Gcdis fit to come into their minds and mouths alſo, to conyince 
ard reprovetkem of their Apoſtalie from God , and rebellion a- 
gainſt him, Dext.z1.19.And howloeyer they be unfit and unwor- 
thy totake Geds Name and Praiſe into their mouths ; yet ſurely 
the Lord is worthy of all Praiſe and Glory, Bleſſing and Thanke(- 
giving from them, and all the Creatures which he hath made, 

Anſw. 2. It is true, ca;nall and prophane perſons are not able 
to make melody , and fing to the Lord with grace in their hearts ;_ 
yet that defe&t doth no more excuſe carnall perſons from fifging, 
then it doth excuſe them from Prayer , which they cannot per- 
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forme acceptably to God, without a Spirit of grace and faith, Ty 
Pray (and foto Sing ) without Faiths aſinne ; but not pray a 
all is a greater ſinine : the one is Hypocrifie, the other Atheilme. 

« Obje:t, 8. Though the Scribes and Pharilecs joyned in the 
« Temple-Songs upon the words of David in the worldly San&y- 
*ary - yetthe melody made by fuch carnall andcleane months, 
* was farre more beautifull and glorious, then ours in the Aſem- 
* blies made with a mulcitude of all manner of Singers, upon the 
* ſame words of David and Aſaph. For although they that ſang 
*in the Temple in thoſe dayes were carnall, yet they were ap- 
* pointed to fing, and were choice Singers, endued with choice 
* (though common ) linging gifts, which made the ſervice moſt 
_ beautifull, as men call beauty, But the melody of our Aſſembly 
* compared with theirs, hath no outward beauty 11 it. Sothatif 
* their melody were a Type of ours, then the Type is more glori- 
© ous then the Antitype, which is a diſhonour to Chriſt, 

Anſw. 1. It is nodiſhonour at all to Chrift, that the Type ſhould 
be farre more beautifull and glorious tothe outward man, then 
the Antitype. Solomon was a type of Ohriſt, and the Temple of 
Solomon was a type of his body ; and both So/omen himſelfe and his 
Temple were farre more beautifull and glorious then Chriſt him- 
elfe to the outward man, /ſa,53.2. Yet this wasnodiſhonour to 
Chriſt, whol? beautie and glory was fo divite and heavenly in the 
1]8ner man, that all their outward beautie and glory, were but dim 
and darke ſhadowes to it. 

Anſw.2, Wee doe not ſay, that their melody in the Temple, 


- which was made with yoyces, was a type of our melody mad: 


with our voyces, and finging the fame Pſalmes of David and 
Aſaph.For though their Choriſters were types of the wholeChurch, 
and their inſtcumcnts of Muſicke were types of the inward affe- 
tions of our hearts, in ſinging forth the Praiſes of the Lord, to the 
honour of Ins name, to their own edification. 

Anſw. 2, Though their melody might be more beautifull and 
olorious to the outward appearance, as being more artificial and 
more muſicall : yer ſeeing the Spiric of Grace 1s more abundantly 
pourcd out in the New Teſtament, then in the old,if the holy Sing- 
ers ſing with more life and grace of the TT our melady is the 


more beautifull and glorious before the Lord, and his Ly us 
Ry aints, 
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Saints, though theirs was more beautifull and glorious in the out- 

ward lence. 

Anſw. 4. Whether the Scribes and the Phariſees were any of 
them Muſitians 'of the Temple, enducd with choice gifts, and ap- 
pointed to that office, ( as you lay ) though weedoe not know it, 

*t neither wall we deny it, But this we dare lay, That if they were 

appointed to firg, lo now not any choice order of men, but all the 
ſonnes of men are commanded to Sing, as well as to Pray, as hath 
been ſhewed above. 

« Objeft, 9. Where matly fing together, (as in a great mixt Af 
« {embly ) many fingthey know not what : and they that doe 
* know what they ſing, cannot bur lee, that many of the Pſalmes, 
« which they doe (ing, are not ſuitable ro their own condition. 
« And hew -thencan they ſing ſuch Pſa/mes, as Songs of their 
« own ? 

Anſw, 1. The ignorance of men indiſcerting the true matter, or 
the right manner of a Duric, doth not- excuſe them from perform- 
2rce of the Dutic : we ſpeake of ſuch morall Dutics, as the morall 
Law of God and the Law of Nature requireth to be done. Whar if 
a man know not what nor bow to pray ? Yet that will not excule 
him cicher from praying himſelte,. or from joyning with others 
that are better acquainccd with prayer, then himſelſe. So it 1s hece, 
what if many a man know not what, hor how to ling to Gods 
Praile ? yet that will not cxculc him, either from ſinging himlelfe, 
or joynivg with others , that haye more fpirituall skill in thac 
kinde then himſelte. 

Anſw. 2. Itis an 1gnorance of a mans ſelic, and of the wayes of 
Ged, ro thinke that any Pſalme is unluitable to his own corditi- 
en. For every P ſalme ſet:eth forth either the attributes and works 
of God and his Chriſt, and this yeeldeth me matter of holy reve- 
reice, Bleſſing, and Praiſe : Or elicit deſcribeth the eſtate and 
wayes of the Church and People of God, and this affeteth me 
with compaſſion, inſtruction, or imitation : Or elle it deciphereth 
te eſtate ard wayes of the wicked, ard this holdeth forth to me 
2 word of admonition : Orellen doth lively expreſſe mine own 
fections and affſiftions, temp:ations and comforts, and then ir 
furgiſbeth me with fig matter and words to preſent mine own con- 
Ution before the Lord, But whatſoeyer the matter of the P/a/me 
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coticerning God or his Chriſt, the godly, or the wicked, my ſelfe, 
or otters, the good orcvill eſtate of one, or other, It ever mini- 
ſtreth fir matter and occaſion to me of finging forth the Prailes of 
the Lord, ſince the Name of Gcd is to be blefled in all, whether it 


goe well or ill with our ſelycs or others. 


Cuz s. XL. 
Of the manner of S 12 1kg, 


| He fourth and laſt head of Scruples remaineth, tou- 
ching the manner of Singing : Concerning-wkich a 
threetold Scruple ariterh. 
1. Whether it be lawfu!l to ſing Pſalmes in Meter 
deviſed by men ? 
2. Whether in Tunes invented ? (Pſalme? 

3- Whether it be lawſull in Order unte Singing, to reade the 

The two former of thele Scruples, becaute they ttand upon one 
and the ſame ground, may fitly be handled together, 

The judgement of the Churches of Chriſt in theſe Points, is 
doubtleſle ſutable to their Praftiſe, That it is lawful to ſong Pſalms 
in Engliſh verſes ( which runne in number, mealure, and mee:er) 
and in ſuch grave and melodious tunes,a5 doe well beſit beth the bt- 
linefſe and gravity of the matter, and the capacity of the Singers. 

A double ground or reaſon may be given hereof : The former is 
this ; If it be lawtfull to tranſlate and! curge the Hebrew Bible into 
Engliſh Proſe in order torcading , then it is lawfull alto totrank- 
late and turne Davids Hebrew Pſalmes,and yerle into our Engliſh 
Pfalmes and Verte, in order to Singing, But the former of thele, 
is a confeſſed Truth, and generally reezived amoneſt Proteſtints; 
except onely Mr.Smith, who hed a ( ngular conceit in this Point, 
& Thar all Lerrers in che writings of thc old Teſtament weretypt® 
* call, { -yving out the Law written in our hearts : ) and therefore 
« would have all read ng of the holy Scriptureto be aboliſhed ut; 
<« derthe New Te/Fament, ButChrift himſelf commanded his Dil 

cinles to ſearch the Scriptures, Joh. 5.29, And how ſhal they ſearch 
them, except they reade them ? And the goble Bereans are com- 
mended tor ſearching the Seriptures,in the examming of Paw{sDv- 
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Arine, Atts 17.11,12. which how could they have done with- 
out reading ? And wherefore did all the Apoſtles and Eyangeliſts 
write the New 7 eſtament in Greeke ? a language of all more gene- 
rally knowne then the Latine, and therefore much more then an 
other in the world, as Twlly himfelſe teſtifieth Pro Archia Poeta - 
* was itnot for this end, that the New Teſtament might be read, and 
oenerally underſtood of all Nations? And where i was not un- 
derſtood, there it might molt eafily be tranſlated our of a lan- 
ouage well knowne umo the leyerall language of every Nation ? 
Andas for the cld Teſtament, it was tranſlated to their hands out 
ofthe Hebrew into Greeke almoſt three hundred yeares before the 
Apoſtles tires, Y ea wheretore did God commit the whole Coun- 
fell of his will and word to writing, for the edification and lalya- 
tion of all his people, but that it might be read and underſtood of 
them all > If then be the holy will of God, that the Hebrew 
Scriptures ſhould be tranſlated into Engliſh Profeitf order unto 
reading, then it is in like fort his holy will , that} the Hebrew 
Pſalmes, ( which are Poems and Verſes ) ſhould be tranſlated into 
Engliſh Poems and Verſes in order to Singing. IY 
The Conſequence is evident and undeniable, For preſuppofing 
that God would have the Scriptures read of Engliſh men as well 
as of other Nations, then as a neceſſary meanes to that end, he 
would have the Scriptures tranſlated into the Engliſh Tongue, 
thar Fngliſn People might be able toreade them. In like tort, pre- 
| {-ppoſing that God would have the Pſa/mes of David, and other 
| Scripture-Pſal/mes to be ſung of Engliſh men, { as hath been evin- 
| ced 1bove in the ſecond Point ) then asa ncceflary meanes to that 
| end, he would have Scripture-Pſalmes (which are Poems and Ver. 
| ſes ) to be tranſlated into Engliſh-Pſalmes ( which arein hike fort 
| Poems ard Verſes) that Engliſh People mighr be able to fing them. 
» MW Now as all Verſes in all Poems doe coufift of a certaine number, 


. 


2nd meaſnre of Syllables ; to doe our Engliſh Verſes ( as they doe 
m ſome other Nations ) runne in meeteralſo, which make the 
: Veries more eaſe for memery, and fit for melody. 

A ſecond ground of this Point is this : Tfit be 'not lawfull to 
r1flate Heorew Pſalmes (which are Verles ) into Engliſh Verſes, 
which runne in number, meaſure, and meeter of ſyllables': ) then 
tisnot lawtyll to exyrefle the elegancy ot the Originall language 
un 


% 
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in a tranſlation; for it is an artificiall clegancy which the holy Pen- 
men of Scripture uled that they penned the Pſalmes, and ſuch like 
Pocticall books of Scriptures not in proſe,( which men nſcin com. - 
mon ſpeech ) but in verles, which oblerye a certain number and 
mealure of tyllables, and ſome of them run in meeter allo, as thoſe 
know that know the Hebrew, and as Bwxtorf. ſhewerth in his The- + 
ſanr.pag.629, Now lurely then it were a facrilegious niceneſle, to 
thinke it unlawtull lively to expreſle all the artificiall clegancies of 
the Hebrew Text, to tarre as we are ablc to imitate the lame in a 
tranſlation. Yea doubtlefſe it were a part of due Faichfulneſſe in a 
Tranſlator, as to declare the whole Counfell of God, word for 
word y ſo to expreſle lively every elegancy of the Holy Ghaſt, (as 
much as the yulgar language can reach ) that fo the Poeple of God 
may be kindly afieed, as well with the manner, as with the mat- 
ter of the holy Scriptures, | 
And for the Engliſh Tunes that wee uſe in ſinging of P[a/mer, 

take this for a ground ; Since God hath commanded us to ſing 
Palmers and Hymnes and ſpiritual Songs, ard amongſt others, thole 
of David : and yet withall hath hid from us the Hebrew Tunes, 
and the muficall Accents wherewith the P/a/mes of David were 
wont to be ſung. It mult needs be that the Lord alloweth usto 
fing them in any ſuch grave, and folemne, and plaine Tunes, as 
doe fitly ſuite the gravitie of the matter, the ſolemnitie of Gods 
worſhip, and the capacitie of a plaine People. As, to inftzncein a 
like caſe, when the Lord inſtituted the Pyichall Supper, and there- 
in a whole Lambe to be e2ten, the head, feet, and purtenances, and 
made no mention what drinke they ſhould ule in it, whether wine, 
or water, or beere, or other liquor ; Ir was therefore left totheir 
libertie, to uſe any ſuch liquor as they were wontto drinke fit for 
ſuch meate- as was to be eaten, and for ſuch ſtomacks as wereto 
feed upon it : So here when the Lord appointed usto fing Davids 
Pſalmes, and doth 'not appoint us in what Tunes, He therefore 
plainly leayeth us to our libertie, to make uſe of ſuch Tunes as are 
ſuitableto ſuch an Ordinance, and to them thar partake in it. 

© Objeft. tr. It will nof follow, that becauſe the word isto-be- 
* diſpenſed in a knowne tongue, and fo tranflateq into it, theres, 
* fore Hebrew Songs into Engliſh Song. - For the former, we have 
"the wacrant of the Word todiſfenſe it for edification, exhorta», - 
*t10k | 
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«tion and comfart ; but ne word for the other, nor -no oifts of 
«that kinde given for the Churches proſic, wo diſpenſe the word 
« this way. Such Songs therefore, and ſuch Tunes ( which are 
« called grave Church-Tunes) are not of God. Nor doe I beleeye 
«that the Leyites invented any New Tunes, I haye no faith to be- 
« lecye that eyer God betruficd mans corrupt nature, to frame 
« any thing in Gods worſhip to his praiſe. But ſuppoſe God had 
« {9 tarre honoured the worldly Singers then,; yer jt will not fol- 
« low, that the Lord Jeſus alloweth us the like libertic now. He 
« will not now allow any fleſh to boalt in his preſence, who is not 
« ableto bring to pafle ſo much as a good thought, 
' Anſw, To weaken the argument for tranſlating Hebrew Sohgs 
into Engliſh Songs and Tunes, taken from the like warrant of 
tranſlating Hebrew Ls Sag into 'Engliſh Scriptures ; This ob-= 
jion denieth, thar we have either the like word, or the like gift, 
or. the like libertie, Whezcto our anſwer is, wee haye all alike 
equally, | 

; "6 that wee hayethe like word for finging Hebrew Songs, 
hath been provyed-above, our of Coleſ-3.16. & Epb.g.19. Andt 
fame werd that commandeth usto ling them, commagideth us al- 
{o the tranſlation of Hebrew Songs into Engliſh Songs, as a nece(- 


' fary nieanes tothe acceptable ſinging of them, For if we ſhould 


ſing Hebrew, Songs in the Hebrew tongue, the People (the bedy of 
the Church, ) ſhould fing without underftanding, which were di- 
rely contrary to the | Apoſtles DireRion, x Cor.14.15, 

2, That we have alſo the like gitt of tranſlativg Hebrew Songs 
into Engliſh Songs, as well as Hebrew Proſe into Engliſh Proſe,is 
evident by, the .eyent, For «vee have not onely as many but 
more Tranflations-of the Hebrew # ſa/mes into Engliſh '? ſales, 
then ofthe, Hebrew Bible into the Engliſh Bible: . | 
* Ifir be {aid, ſuch a gift of tranſlating Hebrew Songs into Eng« 
"liſh Scngs,.s but a Poeticall gift, not a ſpirituall gift. 

Anſw, It might as well be 1aid, the tranſlating of the Hebrew 
Scriptures into. Enplifh, ig.not a ſpirjruall gift, but a Grammazicall, 


or Rhetgricall gilt. W hatlacyer the art or skill be, Grammaticall, 
\ Rhetoricall, Poeticall, they are all of them gifts of God.( though 


common J 006 grycn chiefly for the ſervice and edification of the 
Church 0 God. | ' 
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Churches, z Cor.11.9. to 16. 


3- That we have. alſo the hke. libercy of inyenting Tunes, ay 

reth from whar hath been {aid already j For if Ga have given 
us 1;berty and warrant toling Pſalmes and Hymnes and ſpiritugl! 
Sowp's, en we muſt ſing them. in ſome Tuncs, Now the Tun of 
the Temple are loſt and hidden from us, ſo that wee cannot is 
them at all; and therefore we mult fing ſuch other Tunes, azar 
ſuitable to the marter, though invented by men, 
«. But you doc not belceye that the Leyites eyer. invented ahy 
* New Tune, | | 

Anſw. Either the Levites invented New Tunes, or the Pfalmif 

delivered muficall Accents, and Notes together with the Pſalme: : 
which ſeeing we underſtand not, either wee muſt net fog a: all, 
or we muſt nake uſe of ſuch Tunes, as are inyented by pthers, 
* But you cannot believe, that eyer God berrufled mans corruge 
© nature, to frame any thing in Gods. worſhip to his Praiſe, . 

Anſw, Then you cannot belecye, that eyer God:betruſted the 
Hebrew and Greeke Scriptures, to be read in the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches in Engliſh words; for all Engtiſh werds are framed by Englich 
men, in corrupt vature, to wit, without the immediate affitagce 
of the Holy Ghoſt in the framing of them.. And. if wee may not 
wake uſe of Tunes invented By men for thefingingof the Pſalmez, 
then neither may we make uſe of words inyented by men for the 
Readirgof the.Pfa!wes, and other Seriptures,, The oge-isas much 


a worſhip of God #s the other: And Engliſh werde-are as much an 


inyention of man as Engliſh Tunes, leaſt you ſhould begin 
hereupon to take up a ſcruple againſtthe Reading allo of Scrip- 
ruces in Bngliſh words, as well as againſt the ſipging of P/a/aves in 


. 'Engtiſh Tunes, and both upep this, pretence of the inventions of 


men m the warſhip of' God, be tier 1gnorant, that ſach godly men 
2s have been defirous of Reformation, and moſt zealous againſt 
knimane inventions.in the worſhip of God, alwaics intendeg 
luch humane inventions in-the worſhip of God, as had no warrant 
bur the-wit and will- of man, not ſuch ashad warranteither from 
conlequemice of Scriprute; or light of Nature, or- civil cuflome, 
For a woman to cover her head in time of publique: Prayer,or Pro- 
phecying, and for a'rhat to uncoyer his head, tle Apoſtle wat- 
ranteth both from the light of Nature, and' the cuftame of the 
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any ſpirtuall gift, 


-a. 


ah ' © 8 Goſpel-Ordinance.. 


The Kifle of love in hely Aﬀemblies was warranted, noc by di- 
rice inſtitution, ( for then it were ſinne in usto neglet it now ; ) 
but by occaſion of ciyill cuſtome in thoſe Natioos ; where, it bring 
tual in their Ciyill Aflemblies to greet one anether with a kifle 
of love, The Apoſtles doenor dilallow the uſe of it in holy Af- 
{emblies, but onely require the inceritie and helinefle of the love 
expreſſed in fueh kiſſes, 1 Coy.1 6.10. 1 Theſ.5.26. 1 Pet.5.14, 
Theſe Apoftles did not belecye in this Point, as you dot, that God 
never betruſted corrupt Nature, to frame any thing im Gods wor» 
ſhipro his Praiſe, | 

It is true, mais corrupt Nature cannot bring forth a 

thought, to wit, a gracious Rn and that of it ſee, but yer 
by the helpe of Chriſt, it may bring forth both knowledge by 
Tongues, and Tunes by Muſick ; and that with as good allowance 
m the New Teſtament as in the Old.God did as much diſallow aty 
fleſh to boalt in his preſence in the 9/4 Tefftawert, as in the New, 
Jer.9-23,24+ But what cauſe hath any fleſh to boaſt, either of his 
ſpirituall, or common'gifts ? Seeing both are gifts, and received of 
God + andif received, why ſhould men boaft, as if they had not 
receiyed them ? 1 Cor. 4.7. 
* Objeft, 2. Tofing with mans melody and meeter, doth not 
5 hold forth any ſpirituall gift of Chriſt, but onely the art and 
® hatureof man : whereas Prayer and Preaching doe hold forth 
* fpirituall gifts, And the tuning of Scripture by mans art, it is 
© no gift of Grace , neither doth it redound to the praiſe of 
* Grace, 

Anſw. Thang Prayer and Preaching doe hold forth fpirit- 
tuall gifts, yet all the Duties that tend to edification, doe not hold 
torth ſpirituall gifts, but ſome of them common gifts onely,. The 
reading of the Scriptures tengdeth to edification, as being it ſelfe an 
Ordinance of God, though expoſition afterwards be added alſo, 
Which is another Ordinance, Dest,z1.11,12,x 3. And yet read- 
wg of thie Scriptures is no ſpirituall gift, Aguila, and Symmaches, 
and Theodotian, tranſlated the Hebrew Scriptures into G, reeke, atd 
yet nore'of them were endued with ſprituall gifts, or at beſt but 
common, To ſay Arren attheend of a publique Prayer, tendeth 
to edification ; and* yet Amen may be ſaid without holding forth. 
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«" But that which is ground of your {cruple feemeth to be this, 
& that that which is no gift of Grace, how can it redound to the 
« Praile of Grace? 

But the. Anſwer is ready, that ſuch things as helpe. either the 

underſtanding, or the affe&ion, and are appointed of God tor his 
worſhip ; they. do tend te edification, and foto the praile of grace, 
though they may be performed by .a gift of God in Nature or art, 
without any fpirituall gift of Grace : Tranſlation of the Scrip- 
rures into - the Mother-Tongue, and the reading of them in a 
knowne tongue, doe both of them helpethe underſtanding : and 
being appointed of God, they tend to the edification of the people 
in the Grace of Chriſt. The tranſlating of the Pſa/mes into yerle, 
in number, meaſure, and meeter, and fuitingthe Ditty with apt 
'Cuncs, doe helpeto ſtirreup the affeftion : And the finging of 
Pſalmes being. appointed of God, they tend to make a gracious 
melody to the Praile of God and edification of his People, The 
found of Aaroxs Bells, andthe blaſt of thefilyer Trumpets, and 
the workmanſhip of Hirem, the Tyrian in So/omens Temple, did 
none of them hold forth any fſpirituall gift of orace -: Thegift of 
Godin Nature and Art mightreach them all. Yer allthele being 
appointed by God, the putting forth of thele gifts did tend to the. 
edification of the Church of God in the Grace of Chriſt, 
*© Objeit. 3. The Mecter of the late Tranſlators, though it come 
*< nearer ro the Originall, then the former Meeters, yet not ſo neare- 
*25 the Proſe. They frame-their words and ſentences more tothe: 
© Meeter, th enthe Proſe. Yea they ſometimes breake the Attri-- 
© butes of God, and for the verſe ſake put Jah for Jehovah : which 
*isa manglirg of the word; | 

Anſw. The meeter and verſe ofthe late Tranſlators, cometh 
as neare to the words and fence of the Originall: as doth the Prole ; 
elpecially conſidering they doe -withall expreſſe the holy Art of 
the Originall Hebrew Poetry, which the Proſe doth not attend 
unto. Neither doe the Tranſlators breake the Attributes of God, 
when for the verſe ſake, they pur Jah for Jehovah ; For both-Jah. 
and Jehovah doe hold forth one and the ſame Attribute of God, 

eyen his eternall being. The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles give usa 
patterne of greater changes. of the- Attributes of God, then thar ; 


any yet without breaking of the Attributes of God, and much 
| more 
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more wichout mangling of the word of God, Ir is an uſuall thing 
with them to tranſlate 5 bevah the Lord, Mat. 22.44. with Pſal. 
110. 1. Andyet Jebovah holdeth torth his cternall effence, the 
Lord his SovecaigneDominion. Ic were facrilegious Blaſphemy 
to call this changing enher the breaking of Gods Attributes, or 
the mangling of his word. Belides, its yery rare when the Tran- 
{lators doe make any ſuch change of Fab for Fehevah : and to pre= 
vent all ſtumbling, cither of your telte, or others at ic, I ſuppoſe 
they will helpe it in thenext Edition ot the Pſalmes, 

© Gbielt, 4. What delight can the Lord take in ſuch Praiſes of 
* himſclfe, where finfull men, or the Man of finne hath an hand 
*in making the melody ? 

Anſw. God delighteththat his will ſhould be obeyed : at leaſt 
he abhorreth that his - will ſhould. be difobeyed, though by finfull 
men, 1 Sam.1r5.22,22, Since God commandeth all men in di- 
ſtreſle to call vpon him, and all men in their mirth, to ſing his 
Praiſe, what is mortall finfull man, ( Duſt and Aſhes ) that he 
ſhould forbid, what God hath commanded ? God knoweth how 
to allow, yea and to reward what is his own+: when = he taketh 
n" pleaſure inthe finfull manner of performance of any Dutie, 
Ged: tooke notice of Ahabs humiliation, and rewarded it with 
reſpite of temporall judgements, though he tooke no pleaſure in 
his finfull hypocriſie, x Kings 21-27,28,29. And yet they that 
had an hand in making the Melody of the Engliſh P/a/mes, ( whe- 
ther in old England or New ) were men of a better ſpirit then A- 
hab. But I can but marveile, why you ſhould' put in the man of 
ſinne, as having any handat all, in making this Melody. For nei- 
ther the man of ſinne ( by whom 1 luppoſe you meane Antichriſt ) 
nor any Antichriſtizn Church have had any hand in turing Da- 
vids Pſalmes into Engliſh Songs and Tunes, or are wont to make 
any Melody in the Singing of them, yea they reject them as Gene- 
wah Gigs; And they be Cathedrall Prieſts of an Antichriſtian {pi- 
rit, that have ſcoffed at Puritan-Miniſters, as calling the People to 
ling one of Hopkins Jiggs, and fo hop into the Pulpit. God keepe 
all Anti-Pfalmifts from the like Antichriſtian Spirit, They that 
have been in Antichriſtian Churches can tell you, that Popiſh 
Churches are not wont to ſing Davids Pſalmestranſlated into verſe 


in their own Countrey Mceter, bur they onely fing the Proſe of 
| Davids 
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Davids Pſalmes in Cathedrall Notes. Which how farre your lelfe 
cloſe withall, I leave to your felte to conſider, 


E HAP, X pf 
Of Reading the Pſalmes tn order to Singing, 


8! 88! & He laſt (cruple remaining it the miner of finging,Concer- 
= - S neth the order of ſinging after the Reading of the Pſalmes., 
-x_ 9 For it is doubted by tome, and concluded by others 
$i$iFi# that readivg ofthe Fſalmes is not tobe allowed in o_ 
der to finging. We tor our parts eafily grant, that where all haye 
books and can reade, orelle can {ay the P/alme by heart, ic were 
necdlefle there to reade cach line of the £ ſa/me betore hand in or- 
der to finging-Bur if it be granted, which is already proved, that the 
Pſalmes to be ordinarily tung in Publique, are Scripture-Pſalmes, 
andthoſe to be ſung by the body of the Congregation, Thento 
this end it will be a neceſſary helpe, that the words of the Pſalme 
be openly read before hand, line afterline, or rwo lines together, 
that lo t _ want either books or skill toreade, may know 
what is to be ſung, and joyne with the reſt in the dutie of finging ; 
Irdz no unwarrantable inyention of man, brought into the wor- 
{bip of God,to make ule of tuch meanes, which the light of Nature 
teacheth us, to be either neceſlary or convenient helpes , either to 


the hearing or unde(ſtanding of what is faid in the worſbip of 


God. Scaffolds ercfted in Meeting houles are inventions of men ; 
no expreſſe precept , nor example in Scripture calleth for them ; 
and ya the light of Nature eafily ſuggeſteth it, that they helpe to 
hearing, and lo to edification, in as much as they draw multitudes 
of people to fit within the Miniſters yoyce ;, That which helpeth 
the yery outward ſence of hearing , helpeth alſo knowledge and 
underſtanding, and ſo cdification. And therefore ho man taketh 
exceprions at Scaffolds as inventzens of men, though they be uled 
to helye forward Gods worſhip,and.fpirituall edtfication ; becauſe 
they are not brought in, nor uted for ſpirituall meanes immediate- 
ly. but r2motely, to farre as they are fit ro helpe the outward ſence 
of hearing and to underſtanding. Ot like uſe is reading iu __ to 
1g- 
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Singing. It giveth the People to heare, and fo ro underſtand, what 
is 
alme : and by Singing be ſtured: up to uſe holy Harmon 
NC Ladd... : ___ 
« Obief, x. The Scripture mentioneth no ordinary reading in any 
« Church, bur that which is joyned with interpertation, 
' Anſm.1.. The Sciipture doth exprefly mention 8arxch to have 
read the word in 2 Church Aflembly, without ad Jy ging any in- 
terpretation to it, Fer.36.6,7. 

Anſw.2. As Preaching, of the word is-an Ordinance, fo read- 
mo the word in order to Preachiug, is an-Ordinance alſo.. In like 
fort, as ſinging of Pſalwes is an Ordinance, fo reading the  ſalwwes 
in order to ſinging, is allowable alſo. 

Anſw. 3. Itis mentioned. in Scripture, that the children of 
Iſrael did all pyne in hnging the Sovg of Moſes at the Red Sea, 
Exod.15.1, Now it is not credible, thatthey who were bred and 
brought up if bondage, were brought up to reade, It were much 
ifone of a thouſand of them could reade, It moſt of them could 
not reade, how could they joyne in ſinging that P/alme, unleflc 
ſome or other read, or pronounced the Pſalme to them 7 

Anſiv.q. Though itbe true, that the Church of [/-ael had ſuch 
2n Ordinance amongſt chem, that after the reading of the Lay, 
or the Prophets, ſome. 'or other ef t he Priefts or Levites, or Pro- 
phers, were wont to expoundthei/ame tothe people,( As 13.15. 
& 15.31. Neh.8.7,8.) yctthe very reading of the word it ſelfe 
was alſo an Ordinance, though no Expoſition foHowed, Dewt.31, 
11,12,12. Dext;27.14. to 25, 
© Obje(F.2, The Scripture preKribeth not what Officer ſhall per- 
* forme this a&, to readethe Pſalme in order to ſinging; 

Anuſw. The Scripture preFriberh this, as it doth many other 
matters of ordering Gods-houſe,.to wit, under gencrall Rules, 
Itis no where exprefly preſcribed in Scripture, who ſhall bethe 
Mouth ef the reſt inthe publique Admonition, or Excommuni- 
caticnr of an Offetidor ;yet by generall Rules, it may eaſily be col- 
lefted, That publique difpentfaticos of the Charch, doe ordinarily 
pertaine tothe publique Officers of the Church, Any of the prea- 
ching or ruling Elders may warrantably goe before the people, 
in putting the words of the PF ſa/nve into their mouths, 
Objeit + Jo 


isto be ſung, that ſo they may joyne with the reft in finging of the- 
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**: ObjeB. 3. This reading of the. Pſalase doth hinder the melody 
* the ungerſtanding, che vRection 4 linging, Ng 
Anſw. It a mans: prejudice againft reading dae not hinder him- 
ſelfe, Reading hindrech none of cheſe ; not. melody, for the Read- 
ing isnot 1n the art of ſinging, but m the paule ;nor the underſtand- 
ing, for it helpeth ſuch as cannot reade, or want Books to under- 
ſtand what isto be.ſung, which otherwile they could hardly per- 
ceiye ; thorthe affeQion, for when the melody is not interrupted, 
and the underſtanding turtheced , the afte&ion is rather helped 
then hindred ; or if it be hindred, lay the fault where iris, rather 
in coy, or cold hearr, then ina diſtinct and intelligear Reading, . 
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eArnſpering the Objef ions brought from the ancient 
Prattiſe of rhe Premitite Churches, 


5 $1! 4! 8! &Bjef+.r., That praQtiſe which was anciently uſed in the 
<* we  3® Churches immediately after the Apoltles times, is 
4.6 5 moſt probable to be neareſt the conſtitution of the 
«$i? i7.iÞ.Apoſiles ; and that praQtiſe which followed a great 
. © while after it, is moſt probable to be furtheſt off; as the water is 
5* pureſt and cleareſt, neareſt the fountain, and runneth more trou- 
*bled,and muddy afterwards-Now the practiſe of ſinging Þ ſalmer, 
* which were made by the fathfull, was firſt in uſe : For thoſe 
* Pſalmes which the Primitive Chriſtians uſed before day in the 
*time of Perſecution, whecein they 1ang Praiſes to Chriſt” their 
* God. ( as Pliny wriceth to Trajas.) they are ſaid to be made of 
** the faithful. | i» 
* Thele were in uſe, eyen in Jokns time, after he was called from 
* Baniſhment ( after Domitians death } toorder the Churches ; 
© which praiſe allo continued about- three hundred yeares ; 
* wherein there was more purity in Do&rine and Diſcipline, ( as 
© uſerh'to be under. Perſecution ) then afterwards.” ©... 
Anſm.-1., This Syllogiime fallech.Chort of Truth in' both che 
Propottions + For it. is not alwaiestrue, that the praiſe which 
was uled in the Churcacs immediately after the puteſt rimes, is 


y) c 
4= 215.00 20> ove enthe met egy ne ” _ 9 aa—_ oo 


.4 


—_-, 


—_—{. 


neareſt ro ther conſtitution, ( as the water is pureſt and. cloaceft 
- next the fountains ; ) and that which follsweth a great while af- 
ter it, is furtheſt off. As water neare the fountaine may fall our to 
be troubled, and ſo become lefſe cleare and pure, then in his rut- 
ning courle further off. The night following the day, chough it 
be neareſt to' the day, yet it is moredarke, then the day following 
after, though it be further off from the day before, - The. Elders 
and People that lived in the dayes of Joſpnah, they ſerved the 
Lord : but when that Generation were oathered to their Fathers, 
there arsſe another Generation after them, which knew uot the Lord, 
and they did evill in the fight of the Lord, and ſarved Baalim, 
Judg. 3-9-to11. Pad forewarneth the Elders of Epheſws ; He 
new that after his departure grievens Wolves ſhould came in 4- 
wong ft them, not ſparing the flocks, Aits 20.39,30. And Euſebins 
complaineth out of Hefeſippes, That after the Apoſtles times, the 
Church did not lofg remaine a chaſt and undefiled Virgin, Hiſter. 
Eceleſ.lib.;.cap.16. | 
2. Neither is it true, that the practiſe of linging Scripture- 
Pſalmes followed a great while after the Apoſtles times, as if the 
faithfull had onely made uſe of their own perſonall gifts in com- 
piling Pſalmes for the firſt three hundred yeares. For.it is evident 
that in the next Century after the Apoſtles times, the Church did 
( as Tertu/lien teſtificth, AHpeloget Chap.39.) Des cancers, cither de 
Scripturis Sanft i, or de proprie ingento, that is, either out of the 
holy Scriptures, cx out of their own pit. Yea and Pliny himſelte, 
( which is all the Teſtimony you alledge of the Churches praQtile 
for three hundred yeares ) he doth not exprefſe what Pſa/mes ey 
ſang, whether out of the holy Scriptures, or out of their own gift, 
or that any one alone did fing, but that they did Carmen Chriſto 
quaſs Deo dicere ſue imvicew, Plin, Epiſt.lib to. Epiſf.oq9, Which 
Tertullian:nd others exprefie, they did Cetus amtelncancs habere 
ad canendum Dev o Chriſto, A vr, wor" They met before day 
to ling Praiſes'to God ard Chiilt, and to confederate Dilci- 
line. 
q 3: Thoughthey had made uſe of their perſonall gifts, more 
then they did in rhe times' of the Primitive Perſecutions, during 
the firſt three hundred yeares, yet that wonld not argue they neg- 
leQeg the uſe of ones ha” Ia lefle would it incourage us 
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to hiegle& the uſe of Davide Pſalmes now. Ducing thetimes 5 
thoſe bloudy Perſecutions, as the ſufferings of the Saints abound- 
ed, fo. did their Conſelations (through Chriſt ) abound alſo, - 
&s God hononred ſundry of them. with miraculous gifs, {o eſpe- 
cially with a large meaſure of ſpirituall joy inthe Lord, which 
might furniſh chem with more enlargement of heart, ta compile 
oi to ſer forth.his Praiſe, then. God is wont. to beftow in more 
pexceable times. 

4- Though ſometimes they ſang Scripture-P ſalae:, and ſome» 
rind iricuall Songs by perlonall Gifts : yet both forts evidence 
the judgement and praQtiſe of thoſe times, touching yocall, Sing- 
ihg. y did not onely make melody to the with Grace in 
their hearts, but, with Songs alſo.in their mouths. Yea Tuſtin Alare 
z7r, ( who floutiſhed within fiktie "ry; afrer the Apoſtles time 
or whoſoever was the Author of thoſe Queſtions and Anſwers 
Orthodexes arnongſt his works, though he ſpeak of Muſicall In- 
ftruments, as utterly unfit for Church Aſſemblies, yer fimple fing- 
© ing with the yoyce he much magnifieth ; as that which ftirreth 
* up the heart to * ror J0y- and holy defires; as.that which 
* {ubduech the paſſions and concupiſcences of the fleſh ; as that 
< which ſcattereth the evill ſuggeſtions of ſpirituall enemics ; as 
* that which watercth, and refreſheth the foule to frunfulneſſe in 
'* good Dutics ; as that which ſtirrech up courage and conflarcy 
* in wreftlings for the Truth ; and as that which giveth ſome 
© medicine to-all the griefes, which befall a man through ſad: and 

« forrowfull Accidents in this life, Juſtin is Anſw.to 0.107. 
| 5. Afterthe three hundred yeares after Chriſt were expired, 
| yet not long after the times of Perſecution returned inſbe Gore 
S of Julian the Apoſtata, when the Chriſtians of Antioch, toget 
| with the women and children, fang ſuch Pſa/mes of Devidas cur- 


ſed and repreached Heathen Idolls and Idolaters, Socrates Eccle|. 
_ Hiſter Jib.t, cap. 16. in Gn.cap.18. T heoderet expreſſcth by name, 
* Bfal-115.8 Pſal.68.Hiftor. Eccleſlib.z.cap.17. 
6. Al before the three hundred yeares were expired, wee 
” readein Exſebine, that one Nepes ( though a Mullenary) was well 
>eQed, as for other good gifts and works, 1d for divers Pſalmes 
es compolſed_by him, ( which ſome brethren did wil- 
ka longtime after;) yet wee ſuppoſe, that ne: 
Wt fin? | "ip practue, 
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ur ſelf wauld notallow, to & form of Yeduwee 
pologayourl and to continue to os wok ere ep 

ture, and in the meane time, to refule ſet formes of Pſalmes 

by the Holy Ghoſt ; asif the Pſalwes endited by anc 

reakae of che Spit, ow uncleane, then the Flalwer end 

Ordinary Elderor Brother. 
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"eſs out rw» Bend Fein bur to ery, 
ywnes which did ſer -briſt, 
yore in P ſalmes, kick hs pry his own os Ar 
therewith his own Praiſes, as Ewſebinc teſtifieth, Eccleſ. Hiſt, bib.7. 
C4p- 24.59 lat. cape 30: ingr. 
4 Objel3, The praRtile of Pſalnwes was x later in- 
« YeRtION, intothe C Antioch by Flaviawsu and 
* Diederns And henoe this cuſtome was taken Ambroſe and 
- —_ :bur ychemently oppoſed by oneHs/ary a Ruler there, 
ang our fs Booke Hence Auguſtine turnl Pa 
"oak thereto rather by the importunity of the peo= 
chiweldiromnccnct: as being deftitute of weapons out 
be word of God for it : and therefore afterwards repente® 
* of it, and wiſhed the Cuſtome — 
* Arſw-1, Tertullians teſti ed aboye, doth 
erince, that the of Scriptare=Þſaliwes (and foof Feed, 
was in uſe in the ch, before Flevienn and Theedorns were 
_— Lyologet. om 39. For Tertullian was about x40.yeares be- 
orerhem | 
3 The praQtife brought in by FLeviem and Diedorns, was tas 
ther ſome new faſhion of inging Davids Pſalmes,then the finging 
ofthem,. For as Theedoret reporteth it, og ante 
vided the Quire of S1ngers into rwo fides, and 
ofthem to anſwer the other in the finging ofthem : RE ahitke 
fame at the Monuments. of the dead, and that ſometimes all the 
vighe long. Bur theſ> inventions ſayoured rather of 
then of pwe they 
effeft u 
a his 
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Moth; ſee Theodernn, Hiſt- Excleſ, lib, 2. cap. 24. Zoxomen,Nift, 
Ereleflib.7 .eap 23 + : ; _ OY | 
3. It is ſpoken without warrant of Anciquity,that Lavbreſe and 

Mut nſtine tooke up the praftife of finging Dwvids Pſainves from 
Flavianu and Diodorne. For neither did they bring it in; (as was. 
(hewen out of Tertwilien ;) not is the flackneſle of tome Churches 
in teceiving an Ordinance, a jutt exceprion againſt the Ordinance, 
butt rather 2 juſt reprehenſion of their negligence. And {a much 
doth Auguſtine confeſſe it his 1 19 Epiſtle,chap.1$. Where ſpeak- 
© ing of this practiſe of ſinging of Pſa/mes, though it be,ſaith he, (o 
© uſefull to Ge ftining up of the heart in godlneffe, and to kind! 

© the affefion of divine reading :' yet rhe cuſtome of( is 
& divers about i, andthe moſt members of the Atricaa Churches, 
* Pigriora ſunt , haye been more ſloathtull in _—_— it, In fo- 
© much that the Donati/fs doe reprehend us, that wee ling toberly 
* he divine Songs of the Prophets , whereas they inflame their 
* drunketmefſe (as it were ) by a Trumper of exhottation:to the 
< fipging of P/alwes, corapoled by their own humane wit. 

By which reproafe of the Dawriſts , ic may appeare that the 
euſtome of finging Duevids Pſalmes was in ulcin the African Chur- 
ches, and in Af//ain alto of former times ; and that the Cuſtome 
brought into the Church of Miſlaity to keepe the people awake in 
their night Watches againſt the Arrian vioknce, was the (tnging 
of Pfalwns after the Eaſterne manner, wich more curiofity-of Mu- 
ficke, and one (ide of the Singers anſwering another, And of this 
is Anugnſtme to bee underſtood in the ninth booke of his-Confe/ſi- 
ens, chap.7. . FL12 

4. 3 true, That Auguſtine became a Patrom of ſinging 
Davids Pſxtves, tather forced to nby the importunity of the peo- 
ple, then of his ovwne accord. For hce faith exprefly in the ſame 
* Chaprer of the fame Epiftſe; That the praRiſe of finging Pſa/mes 
* and 1ymngs is to be dotie without doubting ſeeing x. may be de- 
© fended out of the Scriptures, is which wet find both the-Do- 
* Qrines, and Examples, and Precepts of Chriſt , and of his Apo» 
*« files for ir. And the fame Auguſtine in his firſt Tome and third 
* Rule, (as itisticled) Nolite (1th he) gantare, niſi quod legit 
* effe eantandam. © nod nxtem ne1 ita Scriprom eff at eantetur neu 


4 Goſpet Ordinaxce, | 
« butthat which is not writtem that it ſhould be ſung, let it not 
« be ſung. Nor is it true, that Auguſtine repented, that the cu- 
© tome of finging Davids Pſalmes was brought into the Chuxch, 
< or that he wiſhed rather it were taken away. 

For though when hee ſaw his beart more taken up with the me- 
lody of the Tune, chen withthe ſweetnefſe of the matter, he could 
have wiſhed the ſweernefle of the melody removed from his owne 
cares, and from the Church : yer {hill ke would have them ſung at- 
ter the manner of the Church of Alexandris , and Athanaſius : 
And then correRing himlſelfe ; © Bur when ] remember, faith he, 
* my Teares which ] powred out at the ſinging of thy Church, in 
© che firſt uſages my Faith, and bow | am fill moyed,' not 
* with the Song, but withthe matter ſung, when i is ſung with a 
© cleare yoyce, and conyenient tune or modulation”, J doe againe 
*« acknowledge the great utility of this Inſtitution. . 

And though be doe. waver between the perilt of delight to the 
ſence , and experiment of wholſonineſle to the foule : yet his | 
ſcruple was not of the lawfulneſle of (inging Davids Pſalmes, but 
partly ofthe pleatantnefle of the Tunes (which might be mote ar-= 
tificiall, then the gravity ofthe Ordinance required )' partly of the 
expedieucy thereof to himlelfe, till his heart were more4pirituall, 
His writing againſt Hillarine jubemtibas fratribus doth not argue, 
ke wroteagainſt his will, but by a good call, in defence of finging 
Davids P ſalmes againſt a man that tooke up any occahion to carp 
:t Gods Minifters, Auguſt. Retrat. lib 2.cap.1t. 
* Objett. 4. Refides it isto be noted, that Formes of divine Ser- 
* vice and Letanies begun to be uſed a: the fame time, it» many 
© places. Inthe French Churches, and in Conffartines Cour: and 
N7 Di both himſelfe and his Souldiers uling a Forme of Pray- 
« er, the Churches (as is wont under Chriſtian Maghtrates) grow- 
ing proud and lazie. At which time they had alto their Regular 
i and-Canonicall Singe:s appointed hereunto by Office : The 
* Pſalmes compoled by private Chriſtians(whom they call Idiots) 
© being interdited in one and the fame Counſell of Laediees , till 
* at length all was turned into a Pageant in the yeare 666. the fa» 
*rall figure of Antichrift : it being inpoſſible (as u leemerh) char 
© the lively gifes of Geds Spirit in his people, ſhould breath any 
© longer when Formes are once ſer up in the Church /&c. oY 
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Anſwm. Though Conſtantine appointed a forme of Prayer to his 
Souldiers, (Exſeb. lib. 4.de vit. Conftartin, cap.20.) yet wee doe 
not reade that hee limited them tothe uſe of ir; much lefſe that 
formes of divine Seryice andLetanics were brought into theChurch 
in his time ,nor ſcarce of an hundred yeares after. Neither were Re- 
gular and Canonicall Singers brought intothe Church in his time. 
The Councell of Laedices which allowed them, and interdied 
Pſalmes compoted by divers Chriſtians , was neare about fixty 
$ after him. | | 
2, Their forbidding attyto fing, but ſuch as were appointed ts 
ling, { Concil. Laodic, Cav. 15.) though they did it to abulcjthe 
Peoples abulc of the Pſalwes by ſinging out of Tune ; yer their care 
might better have been beſtowed in learning the people to know 
and keepe the Tune, and in adviſing ſuch as had lowd and ftrong 
yoyces, and were skilfull of Song, to have led and kept the people 
in a decent melody. But otherwiſe for their probibicing of Hnging 
of Pſalme s may by private men,and the reading of afiy books 
in the Church, but the writings of the Prophets Apoſtles, as 
they doe in Caen 59. that fo they might eſtabliſh thereading of 
Scripture-bookes,end the (inging of Seriprure-Pſalmes.lt is fo farre 
from ſuperſtition , that n tendeth rather to preferre divine Inſi- 
tutions , above humane. Inyentions, When interdied the 
F ſalmes compoſed by private Mar vers: to called Idiots, 
or as we call them 1n our language, fimple fooles, You are pot ige 
norant that an [doll in their language Gonificch no more but a pri- 
yate man; and in the ſame ſence the Apoſtle himfelfe uſerh it, 
x Cor. 14.16. though the Tranſlators turne it unlearned. 

Neither doe Formes of Gods Praife top the breaching of the 
hyely Gifts of Gods Spirit, when the Formes ee no other, but ſuch 
as were indited by the immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
For when the Pſalmes of David, and of other holy men-of God, 
were cominended to the Church of Iſrael, and by them wereordis* 
narily {ung in the Temple and elſewhere, would you fay itdid hin- 

rae & free paſſage of the breathing ofthe lively gifts of Gods Spi- 
rit, either in the Miniſtery of the Priefts, or in the writings'and Ser- 
mons of the Prophets? Surely Fliſha found it otherwite,z Kings 3 
15.29d the whole Church of Julah. hs for 666(which you call the 
fatall figure of Anticteiſt) judge-you in your own ſou — | 
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Lord, whether: it doe more ayour of an Antichriſhan ſpirit, for 


the whole Church to ſing of David with one accord, or 
woling Te Denws, or ſome 
ohe man alone ? Sure it is ( as we faid before ) Antichriſtan Chur- 
ches doe utterly rejeRt the finging of Devids Pſalmes in the Mecter 
of each Nation in their Mother Tongue, yea and:do reproach ſuch 
Pſaimas as Genevah jiggs ; io farre are they off from clofing with 
finging of them as ag Invention of their own, 
« Objeit.y.Let no man thinke, that the finging of Davids Pſalmes 
« i5an Ordinance of God, beftauſe many Chriſtians. have found 
« their affetions. ſtirred ( 23 Auguſtine allo did )'in the finging of 
« them. Thus doth not juſtifie this. praiſe, no more then ir doth 
« Preaching by a falſe calling, becauſe ſome have found cefiyerfion 
«by it 3 no morethen it doth thereceiying the ſcale of the Supper 
« in a falſe Church, and Ana ae the- Idolatrous geſture of knee- 
«ling , becauſe ſome have uickning and ſtrengthening 
Y Gace therein, . For Gods yoodneſl nar every beyond 
* his Truth, 

Anſw, Wecantit lay, That Gods goodnefſe goeth beyond his 
Truth, though ſometime he ſhew a man mercy out of his way. For 
we have thetruth of Gods word to teftifie, that fo ſometime he 
doth as Sax found.conveting grace in going toDamaſews to perie- 
cute the Saincs,But this we ſay, that when God doth thus, he either 
conyincetha man of the error of his way, before he ſhew him fa- 
your in it, ( as he did Saw/; ) or elſe the way ir ſelfe, cr Dutie is of 
God, though there be ſome falling in the circumftance of it. Many 
of Iſrae{that came tothe Paſſeover in Hezekiahs time imtheir un- 
cleannefle, yet they found merey with the I ord, But it was becauſe 
the Ordihance and-Duty was of God, thefailing was onely in the 
mandter of Preparation to it, 2 Chron,36.18,1 1,20. Butif Micah 
ſet up an invention of his own in his -houle, though he may pro- 
miſe himſelfe a bleſſing in ſome- orderly circumſtance of "it, ( as he 
did Jwdg.1 7.1.3.) yet tet him be ure he ſhall finde a curſe in ſtead 
of a bleſſing, according as God hath -expreſt it, Dewt.7.26.* lt is 
granted and bewailcd, that there hath been found ſome ſinfull fail- - 
ings in ſundry citcurſtances of ſome Miniſters calfings : And yer 


becauſe the ſubſtance ofthe callii of God ; many have found 
ſaving bleſſings in arending on theif Miniftery, And the Lords 
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Supper adrminiſtred by them being of God, though the geſture ia | 
which it was received was Corrupt, ghe Lord was pleaſed tg accept 
ard bleſſe what was his owne,-and to paſle by ſinnes of ignorance 
in his people. Bur can it ever be proved that when any praRtile of 
Gods worſhip hath bcen but an humane and Antichriſtiah inyen- 
tion, that it hath been neyerthclefle blefſed with the communicati- 
6n of ſprrituall af:&ions, and that 'not {eldome and rarely, but 
frequently and ulually ; not to one er two Saints, but generally ; 
hot to the weakeſt, butto the flrongeſt Chriſtians ? Weare yerily 
perwaded no ſuch inftance can be giycn ſince the world began, 
God is not wont to honour aud bleſſe the wayes of lupecſtition, 
with thereward of fincere devotion. But ſurely God hath deligh- 
ted to bleſſe the finging of his holy Pſalmes, with gracious 2nd {pi-- 
rituall affeQtions, not onely in Augaſtines time, in Juſtine Aar- 
tyrs betore him, but frem age to age to his Saints, utually,gene- 
rally, and abundantly : fo'that doubtleſſe the ſervants of God de- 
fraud their ſoules of much fpirituall good, and comfort, who de- 
- fraud themſelves of the Fellowſhip of this Ordinance, 

Bur here is the miſery of the preſent age, that thoſe Ordinances 
that men have praRtifed, ether withoutthe knowledge of the true 
grounds Jiereol or without the life and ſence of the comfort of 
them, or without the fincere loye of them, they have therefore af- 
terwards in the houre and power of Temptation caſt them aſide, 
and fo fortaken the holy Infticuticns of God, to embrace & pleaſe 
themfelyes in their own imaginations, How much more ſafe were 
it, for humble and fiacere Chriſtians, to walke in Gods holy feare, 
and in ſence of their own ignorance, infirmities, and temprations, 
£0 ſuſpe& their own private apprehenſions, and humbly to beg a 
Spirit of Lis: and Truth, to lead them into all Truth, and meek- 
Iy to contiJt with Brethren without fetting up any Idoll or fore- 
ſtalled Imaginatict 1n their hearts, before they reſolye to runhes 
by-way, to th- griefe and ſcandall of their Brethren." It is a Pal- 
ley diſtemper in a member to be carried with a different motion 
trom the reſt of the body : The Lord heale our ſwervings, and ſta- 
bliſh us with a Spicit of Trurkiand Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 


FINIS. 
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